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The borea.L summer of 1985 v/as a successful breeoing season for
ground...nesting birds such as Brent Geese Brnnt't berr!c7o,
r-rrrlFw Sandniners 'l, Fac sannFrl ino. i . rn
the Taimyr Peninsula in Siberia (Underhill 1986). It is
fharrohi- i-h^f fhpc- qnanioe Lerro onni hraa4ino qFAco'lS Wnen

lemmings are abundant, bccause the ArcLic Foxes r '. I '

nf har nradats^rc f hon nra- o- i hF r, l^-f i 6,rl 1^rhih^- bUL inu(L,sr l,r Plrf v,,
years when Iemrnings dre scarcr, swltcb Lo Lhe eqgs and young of
birds (Roselaar 1919, Sunrmers 1986, Sunmers & Underhill in
press ) .

After being abundant in the Taimyr Penjnsula in the boreal
summer of 1985, P. Tomkovich (:ir i.i.tt, to R.W.Summers) reported
Lnat no trace of Iern'ings was observeo in the Taimyr Peninsula
jn 198b. The expectation was, therefore, that breeding wouJd
fail and thar the fopulations oI ground-nesLing birds would
contain srall proporrions of first-year birds at Lheir migration
destinations. !^rhen the Brent Geese returned from the breeding
grounds there we].e virtualLy no first-year birds in either
Britain (R.vi. Sumners tt. it',.:i.) or the Netherlands (B.Ebbinge ln

A similar picture emerged for waders in southern Africa. The
proportion of first-year Curlew Sanopipers rn the southwestern
and eastern Cape and in zimbabwe was very low (Tab1e I
over.leaf). UntorLunately, onty six Sanderlings were ringed in
the southwestern Cape: none were first-year b'irds. Howeter,
'lony Tree ca.rght tour Iirst-year SanCerlings on passage throuqh
Timh:hL'F pFrh^nc m^cl- sA..lprl inos jnland in Africa are tirSC-
year b1 rds.

other wader species that breed in Lhe Taimyr Peninsula ano which
have been ringed 1n the summer I986/1987 in the southwestern and
eastern cape are Little Stint icl..tdr'is 't'"t '* 1, Knot leLl.iCt'is
aarLLLtus, Grey Plover ','1i.1,:'iali:; sqr.dtJTcT'c and Turnstone i-t:-naxic

r - s. For a.lI these species, the proporLion of first-year
bi rds was smal I (Tab1e I ) .

The lemming populations on the Taimyr Peninsula follow a co
+hr66-rr6ii arzalo aanorrllv : nlac- . .-Jue year (sucn as lc85)
followed by a year of scarcity ( 1986) and then an unpl'ed ictable
year (Summers & Underhi'l I i n press ) . Thus the breeding success
of waders and Brent Geese in the Taimyr Peninsula in 1987 cannot
L'e predicted, but if the lemminq cycles continue normally' I
expect 1988 to be a good breeding year and 1989 to be a poor
breeding year.
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TABLE 1

AGE COMPOSITION OF MISTNETTED SAMPLES OF ?AIMYR BREEDINC
ViADERS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, OCTOBER 1986 TO APRIL I987.
WADERS I{ERE AGED USlNC TECHII]QUES DESCRIBED BY ELLIOTT
1T.4L. (1916), TJALTNER (1976) AND pRATER tT,4i,. (1977)

LOCALITY NO. OF NO. OF
SAIlPLES FIRST-YEAR

BIRDS

TCTAL PERCENTAGE
NO. OF FIRST-YEAR
BIRDS BIRDS

Curlew Sandpiper lt,-LCris ferxuginea
Langebaan Lagoon,

scuthwestern Cape 8 11 556 22
Betty's Bay,

southwestern Cape 9 1 50 22
Paarden Eiland,

southwestern Cape 2 12 67 l8A
Swartkops Estuary,

eastern Cape 7 2 53 4Z
DarvJenda.Ie Dam,

zimbabwe 6 54 7e"

TOTAL 30 78O 3,8%

Little Stint CaT,iCi:is

Langebaan Lagoon 6 4
Swartkops Estuary 2 O

,t t. nut ct

Langebaan Lagoon
Swartkops Estuary

TOTAL

Knot Caladris canutus

Sanderl ing Ca1 idris aLba

Cape Peninsula and
Langebaanlagoon 3 O 6 O?

Turnstone Arenat:ia inte?pres

SwartkopsEstuary306O*

Grey

Langebaan Lagoon
Swartkops Estuary

Plover PLuuiaLis squataroLa

41 103
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