
NOTES, NOTICES & LETTERS

CALL FOR INFORMATION ON AGEING AND SEXING WHYDAHS

In beginning a study of some Iong-tailed viduines of southern
Africa (Pintailed Whydah Vidua tnactottt e, Shafttailed Whydah
,.regia and Paradise Whydah V. pat'odiso 'a in particular), I have
found it exasperating to age, and Iess so to sex, immatures.
If any Safring Ner,rs reader in southern Africa has first-hand
ringing experlEnce r^/ith these birds, and can help me out with
the fol-lowing questions, I would be extremely grateful.

o At what age do immatures of each species (excluding
Paradise Whydahs) begin to show red in tbe bill? Does
this seenr to vary much among individuals, or by sex?

o At what age do bil.ls become completely red in the
Pintailed and male Shafttailed Wydahs? How are female
Shafttaileds distinguished from immature males and
Paradise Whvdah females?

I would be interested to hear from anyone Iocally who keeps (or
has kept) whydahs under aviary conditions, and from anyone who
has repeatedly resighted known-age whydahs ringed as nestlings
or fledgl ings.

Phoebe Barnard, c/o R. Galpin, "Mosdene", P.O. Box 28,
NABOOMSPRUIT, 0560, OR c,/o Department of ZooIogy, University of
the Witwatersrand, JOHANNESBURG, 2O01.
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Dear Mr. Oatley

My main reason for writing is age and sexing in Afrotropical
---^--:*^- r''Lr lqf T d() nof exDee I to See an 'Af ro Svensson'luaJJsr rrie>.
c^- srrrelv someonc i^ ^^t r^^!i-^ r-'rrmation
IUr q Isw yEqls, Julrrl LvlrELLrtrY

towards that goal. I am keen to keep up-to-date in this field
and wish therefore to be placed on the mailrng Iist for Salrrng
Nehrs. I f you know of anyone working on the genera
F@ll.astrephus, Andropadits t Cossyplt.a and Shepi:t:rd'i.tt, I would be
pleased to correspond with them.

N.E. Baker, P.O. Box f599, DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania
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