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T.B. Oatley

It was originally planned to have this report ready for publica-
tion in the December 1982 issue of Safrinq News but returns
from some ringers have only recenLly UEEn -T6EEfvea. By the
time this issue is distributed another ringing year will be
almost over, so the report is 12 months old. Hopefully the
contents wilI provide a stimulus to those ringers who have been
active over the last vear and encourage them to submit their
Lg82 / Ig83 schedul,es piomptly.

RINGING EFFORT

A total of 23 O75 birds were ringed
JuIy l98I and June 1982. This is 5,
1979/I98O and I2,88 higher than the
be hoped that this i.ncrease marks the
trend in ringing activity in southern

Table I overleaf gives a breakdown
and by club, society or organisation
last two years, the Sea Fisheries
responsible for the largest input of
grand lotal); John Cooper's African
2 704 Swift 'terns Steyna bergii (t1- ,
were caught and ringed on two days.
was by Mrs Dale Hanmer who ringed
total. One other ringer, Mr. A.J.
four-figure annual total lrith 1 444

in the SAFRING area between
3? up on the total for
1980/198I total. It is ro
beginning of a firm upward
Africa.

n€ r'inaihd af€^r+ h,-y regron
respons ible As in the
Research In6titute has been
ringed b i rds ( 23,22 of the

Seabird Group is second with
7t ) , th majority of which

The best individual effort
2 138 birds, 9,3? of the
Tree of Zimbabwe, reached a

Fri rrlc ri nnaA

Table 2 on page 30 lists amateur ringers who banded over IOO
individuals of one or more species. Trro other 'amateurs,
narrowly missed inclusion, each with a ringi-ng totat for one
specj"es in the upper nineties. The use of the word 'amateur,
here is meant to denote those for whom bird ringing activities
do not form part of their paid work. Many such are fully qua-
lified professionals in their official capacity, It is of
interest to note that, of the total number of birds ringed, such
amateurs were responsible for ri-nging 4f, 3t. Conservation
Department sponsors of SAFRING collectively ringed l4,It, and
non-contributing user organisations were responsible for ringing
the remaining 44,6? (of which the Sea Fisheries Research Insti-
tute did more than half).
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TABLE 1

RINGTNG EFFORT IN 1981/1982 RINGING YEAR

Area
Organisation

No. of I No. of
A.f i\ta I qnaniac

Ringers I llinged

No. of
Birds

Ringed

Percentage
of total

Brrds
Ringed

CAPE PROVINCE

Sea Fisheries
Institute

African Seabird
Group

Cape Bird Club

Eastern Cape

Percy FitzPatrick
Institute

Sanccob Foundation

Provincial
Administration

Department of
Forestry

MALAfrI

S.A. Ornithological
Society

NATAL

Natal Bird Club

ORANGE FREE STATE

Provincial
Administration

S.A. Ornithological
Soc j-ety

8

6

1

'1 4

1

1A

Jb

1

J

13

132

142

2

5 3s3

2 704

1 322

'l 081

339

85

19

17

138

926'I

550

10

5r7

4r7

1q

0 r4

n1

nl

9r3

a1

2 r4

<0'1
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TABLE 1

RINGING EFFORT IN 1981/1982 RING]NG YEAR

Orqan i sation

NO. Dt
Active

No. of

Pi naod

No. of
lJfTdS

Dar^ah+:na

of total
Bards

SUB-ANTARCTIC
ISLENDS--
DAr^\/ Fi +zDa+rialz

Institute

S . W. A. /NAMIBIA
S. W. A.
Administrartion

S.W.A. Scientific
Soclety

TRANSVAAL

Provinc ia f
Administrat 1on

Witwatersrand
Bird Cfub

n6nrr+m6h+ 
^f

Forestry

Group

N. Tvl, . Ornith.
Society

Post Graduates

ZII"IBABWE

Orn. Association
of Zimbabwe

2

10

2

2

11

3

55

20

3

84

59

2

24

2

152 I

388

480

49

2 202

003

A1A

252

141

53

1

2 549

1 1

2,1

0,2

4,3

1C

1 1

0,6

0,2

't 1.0
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TABLE 2

AMATEURS WHO IIAVE RINGED lOO OR MORE BIRDS OF A
SINGLE SPEClES IN THE I9BT/1982 RINGING YEAR

R I NGER REGION SPECI ES NUMBER

Bunning

Hewit!

RobertsonT

Schumann

J. Tree

W.itwaters rand

W itwatersrand

W. Cape

Nata I

Zimbabwe

Cape White-eye
i:osteraps paLLidus

Nlasked Weaver
Pl.oceus ue7-ctus

I r rrdh i n^ n^rra

S trep top e Lta s e ne gaLen si s

Cape Sparrow
E'asser meLanurus

Bronze Mannikin
Sp e r,me s t e s cucuL La tu s

Threebanded Sandplover
Charadrtus L nicol Laris

LittLe Stint
CaLtdris minuta

European Swallow
Hinundo rusttca

African Sand Martin
Riparia puludicoLa

I

103

t77

342'

I44

r09

459

l+J
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NATURE AND DISTRIBIJTION OF RECOVERY AND RECAPTURE REPORTS

The number of recoveries (ringed birds founcl dead, dying orpermanently injured) processed during the periocl under reviewwas 453. However, 65 of these were old recor,fs not previously
reported (26 were Cape VuLture recoveries from the VuLture Study
croup). or reported but overlooked in earlier years and founciIanguishing in various dusty nooks of Lhe Bir.i Ringing Unit.
The actual number of recoveries made during the IggL/ Igg2rj,nging year was therefore 388, of which 105 (27E) were reported
to the Zoo, Pretoria, the rest coming directfy or indirectly to
SAFRING via routes other than the Zoo. However, onlv lB4 oflhe recoveries involved movement away from Lhe ringing place andthereby were more likely to have involved the generaL public,
and the lO5 Zoo reports constitute 572 of this number.

Only seven of our rings were reported from north of our area,
seven birds ringed in earlier years on Marion Island were reco-vered there and two birds were recoverecl on ships at sea. of
lhe remaining 372 reporLed from Lhe SAFRING area, 4B reports(L2,92) were in Afrikaans and the balance in Engl.ish. Tele-
phonic reports toLalIed 6l ( 16,4?).

Thirteen ringers supplied recapture data on Scheclule 2 forms antl
l2 'accidental' recaptures were reporled by members of thepublic. One Safringed wader was recaptured by a wader study
group in West Germany. The regional distribution of recoverl.es
and recaptures within southern Af rica ( i,rclucling lvlalaffi ) is
oi vpn i n T^hle ? orrg6l 93 f .

The first column of Tablc 3 is the best guide to the r:egionaldi-strlbution of recovcries by the generar p,'rri. and it is evi-dent, as in previous years, that a signiiicant p.opo.iion ofringed birds are founcl on beaches. Th; considerailfe' di"-..r+.,between the first two columns is due to the i""r''r"ro.,"ii'irllsecond column of birds which have either died at tne oanaingslte as deserted chicks (rargery on the offshore isfands and notnecessarily as a result of ringing activities), or been klltedby predators j-n nets or traps. Duck traps can be particularlyvul'nerable to this form of hazard because the funner! are largeenough to admit dogs, jackals and otters, as well as smaflermustelids.

T.B. Oatley, South lfrican Bird Ringing Unj-t, Unr-versity of CapeTown, RONDEBOSCH,7700
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TABLE 3

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN
RECOVERIES AND RECAPTURES IN 1981 /1982

REGION

RECOVERIES RETRAPS

REPORTED
BY

PUBLIC

ALL PUBLIC RINGERS

Cane and Tr.nqkci .oast

Transvaal

Cape inland

Natal inland

Zimbabwe

nr>nda Frao qf^lo

South West Africa coastline

Nataf coast

South h'est Africa inland

Botswana, Itlozambique

Ivtalafri

Offshore Islands
(uape ano b.w.A.,

63

JJ

27

lo

tf,

d

1

3

2

2

69

120

JI

to

18

8

l
3

2

2

14

82

2

3

3

1

3

28

22

73

24

91

251

24 3

TOTAL 116 31 2 12 732

-oOo-
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