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Hitherto annual ringing statistics have been published in
Ostri.ch in the form of a Ringing Report. Because of delays
concomitant with data anaylsis and preparation of the report,
together with the necessary waiting period for publication, an
average lag of |-wo years ensues between f_he end of the report
period and the actual publication of the figures.

it is doubtful if chis lag can be reduced Lo less than one year.
However, certain figures which have, up until now, appeared in
the Ringing ReporLs are really of Lnteresr only to South African
rlngers. As Cstrich is a journal of international circulation
and repuLe, luture R.inging Reports publ ished Lhere in wi I I
aoncentrate on data cf general interes*- -.o researchers. Dome-
stic Cetails will be printed in SAFRING NEWS (without prejudj-ce
to the ;istrich :r+- lcie) and it wil l- be possi-b-ie |-o provr,je these
sorl of statistics within fi.:e months of the end cf each ringing
year. This means that ringers vrho want to see their annual
efforts recorded in this way must ensure +-hat their schedules
are submitted promptiy in July and August.

The present lrticle will cover the two years
June i981. This wiLl bring us up-to-date and
current ringing year will appear in the next
NEWS.

from July 1979 to
details for r-he
issue of SAFRING

RINGING EF}'ORT

Totals ot 2L 917 and 20 457 birds were ringed i-n southern Africa
:-n the L979/aO and I980/81 ringing years respectively. Over a
quart_er of each f_otal was contributed by the sea Fisheries
Institute in a new project investigating the Cape cannet /4rrascapensis and Cape Cormorant PaaT,acTocotar caaensis populations
of the west coast. Put another way, this ringing progranme
boosted e/hat would otherwise have been alI-time lows in Lotal
birds ringed by 37 and 35 percent respectively.

Tables I a 2 give breakdowns of the totals by area and organiza-tion or group. Table 3 lists those ringers who banded over IOOindividuals of one or more species. The only ringers coachieve four-figure totals of birds ringed in one or both years
were Tony Tree of Zimbabwe (I 868 and 2 I32) and Mrs. Dale



TABLE

RINGING TOTALS : JULY 1979 - JUNE 1980

ORGANI ZATION/AREA
Number of Number of
Active Species
Ringers Ringed

Number of t
E.LTOS Of lotal

Ringed

CAPE PROVINCE

Cape Bird Club
E>cfarh a>na

Percw Fi t7.P^+rl ck Inst.
Provincial Admin.
SANCCOB Foundation
b. A. SeaDrro uroup
Sea Fisheries Inst.

NATAL

Natal Bird Club

SOUTH WEST AFRICA/
NAMIBIA

S.w.A. Administration
S.W.A. Scientific Soc.

TRANSVAAL

^r 
mtrl n,Fi +L^r ^^ soc.

Provincial Admin.
Vulture Study Group *
wits Bird CIub

Z IMBABWE

Ornithological Assoc.
UI Z IMD DWE

MALAWI

S.A. ornitholog. Soc.

SUB-ANTARCTIC ISLANDS

Percy FitzPatrick Inst.

I
5

54
IJ
10
I

2

'7

I
)

r92

996
116

84
9

432
86d
954

JJ)
b/

23
950
JbtJ

2 372

4,5

o,4
o,04
2,O
8,5

2'7 ,2

1,5

O,I
4,3
L,7

r0, 8

118 L 4T6

9
2L

II

r59

r04

l3

3 606 16, 5

r 537 7,O

7A4

* Includes bird.s ringed by Group in Zimbabwe,
Transvaal, Cape and Transkei

IO

3,5



TABLE

RINGING TOTALS : JULY

oRGANI ZATTON/AREA

1980- ,JUNE 198t

Number of Number of Number of ?
Active Species Birds of Tota]
R ingers Ringed .Ringed Birds

R ingeC

CAPE PROVINCE

Cape Bird Clui-l
Eastern CaDe
Provincial- Admin,
SANCCOB FounCation
Af :ican Seabi-r:d a:c,rr:
Sea Fisher i.es :nsL.

NATAL

Natal Bird club

SOUTH WEST AFRICA/
NAMIBIA

S,W.A. Administration
S.W.A. Scientific Soc.

TRANSVAAL

Department of Forestry
N.Tvl. Ornitholog. Soc.
Provincial Admin.
Vul+-ure Study Group *
Wits Bird Club

Z IMBABWE

Ornithological Assoc,
Of Zimbabwe

MALAWI

S,A. ornitholog. Soc.

SUB-ANTARCTIC ISLANDS

Percy FitzPatrick Inst.

5

I
3

2
37

J]

3
6
2

156

168

li8

95'/
729

75
109
439
+1)

9I1

)z
t14

r- 69
+l

869
263

2 497

9,6
3,6
o,4

41
26 ,5

1,5

n1
0,6

0,8
o,2
4,2

1) )

oo

}I

I'7 73I

3 331

2 35r

t-6,3

3,6
r Includes birds ringed by croup in Zimbabwe,

Transvaal, Cape and Transkei

I1



RINGER

TI\BLE

REGION SPECIES

R:f-hal^r A

Bunnlngf L. J.

Cl-inning, C.

rlannler, D,

Hewitt, A.

hr-ockei/, P.

Johnson, D.

Laycock, tl.

i'{anson, A. J.

i,iilton, I. V.

.:.andall / R.

Schultz, D.

Tree, A. J.

Underhj-lIf c.

!,IaItner , iq.

I^Ti h l6vh^+ f 
^h 

Trrrrree!vvuevrr., u.

Iiast. Cape

Transvaal

S . i^I. A.

IUal a';i

Transvaal

IVes t. Cape

Transvaal

zimbabwe

Z imbabwe

Fre+ f^r,a

liatal

Zi-mbabwe

vrs5 L. goPs

Y{sr u. LqPe

Cape Gannet

Cape y,Ihite-eye
Masked Weaver

Swift Tern

tsrov/nthroated !'leaver
Red Bishop
Cofiunon Waxbil-I

European Swallow
liasked Weaver

tslack Oystercatcher

Littl-e Swift

Thickbilled tr{eaver

Sand Martin
Sedge Warbl-er

European SwaIlow

n^-^,,1-uauNasS rcrrYurlr

Bronze l{annikin
Redbacked Mannikin

Kittlitzrs Sandplover
Threebanded Sandplover
Little Stint
Wood Sandpiper
lluropean Swallow
Brownthroated Sand lviartin
Yel l-ow l{agtai 1

Hartlaubrs Gull-

Cur1ew Sandpiper

Cape Weaver
Masked Weaver



TABLE

SPECIES NUMBER RINGED
1979180 1980,/8r

i4orus capensis

Zosteraps paLliius
PLoceus ueLatus

Sxerna bergit,

P Lo cetts ranxhcp s
JupLectes ortx
Es'ttziit: astrLL.:

[iiz'dli;o r1]t"iae
P Lcceus tani i'!cXs

h ct€rn dt o p u s n o q t i:"ti

Apus af,fznis

l7n[ 7,y o s p i ztt a Lb i f r on s

Rt|pctria rrp,tt'ia
AcrocepitaLus s c hoeno b aenus

ilruriao rusiica

Spltenis::us ienerst;

5p erne s L a e .ina 2:,,7t i.s
3a erne e c e s b.) cc Lc r,

Charq.dxius p e cuctr iu s
C;.araar i ^s rr i coL-ar is
CaLiart-s nLnuta
?ringa gLareoLa
Hiz'undo rustica
Rt,paria paludicoLa
MotaciLLa fla,ta
Larus hayltLaubii

Calidris canutus

PLoceus capensis
PLoceus ueLal;us

549

148

t-58

).26

r02

267
109
r6i

24r
450

IlI

iJU

45r

183

r44

,nq
t66

362

f,aa

3,1 ,4

r03

I12
235
203

434
217

I47

,1 10

262

l-58
r.9 0
L9I
1C6
659
rl-6
_I 4L

656

t4l

101
244t25

I3



Hanmer of Malafii (I 537 and 2 35L). The most notable
group-ringing effort was by John Cooper and the African Seabird
croup who banded I 696 Swift 'terns Sterna bez,qli, each with a
mebal and colour ring, in one day.

NATURE AND DISTRIBUTION OF RECOVERY REPORTS

The number of recoveries (ringed birds found dearl) reported and
processed during 1979/AO and f98O/8I was 316 a^d 444. 43,4 Z
and 29,5 ? of these totals were reported to tne Zoo, Pretoria
(the ringing address); 4I,8 t and 61,9 ? went direct Lo Lhe Bird
Ringing Unit in Cape Town. The remairrder, noL covered by the
ah)ove percentages, were indirectly routed Lo Safring.

Recoveries from outside of southern Africa (foreign recoveries
and birds recoverd aL sea) comprise approximately 10 ? of each
totaL, Leaving 2A2 and 400 birds recovered in the Republic,
South West Africa, Zimbabwe and nej,ghbouring sLates in the two
rirrging years. Cf the two reporLing languages used in these
locaL recoveries, Afrikaans reports dccounted Eor 16,3 E and
14-g * rpena-Fi\ral\/ R6n^rf irrorl hrr falanL^n6 in Fnalieh

and Afrikaans made up J.5,2.? and I2,A Z of the totals. Finders
oE ringed birds sometimes bel ieved Lhe ring number to be Lhe Zoo
telephone number and tried unsuccessfully to dial it. This
was learned from several letters which would-be callers wrote
a fter Fa i I i no fo m^ke contact vJith the Zoo Fcl cnhon i ca I I w. The
percenCage of finders who do not re,oorL rings afLer Lrnsuccessful
telephonic attempts is, of course, not known.

The regional distribution of southern African recoveries for the
two years is given in Table 4. Note that the figures refer lo
where the birds were found, not to the domicile of the finder.
Regions with coastlines are subdivided into coastaL and inland
d i vi s i ons l-o nermit mo1.e reaSOnahl a crmne ri qnn between
non-coastal areas. The offshore islands of the Cape and South
West Africa/Narnibia are treated as a separate category since
tlioJ in:nnaccil-r1o t^ fha dohar>l nrlhlin h,rf aninrr: hiah
lorzal nF ran^rtind drro +^ Flro antsirririac aF nr^Fa--i^^51rsl,vr LarrY rlvlLr5 ' u,,o I

research workers. In fact, the figures for I980/1981 are
generally Iower than \979/AO because almost 4l * of all reco-
veries were recorded on the offshore islands.

The fiot:res in Tal-rle 4 reflect what OnF miol^f pxneef in ferrns Of
both regional human population levels and the ringing effort
devoted to marine birds both here and, in respect of terns, in
Europe. Any inshore or pelaqic seabird lrhich dies close to a
coastline is apt t'o get washed up on a beach, and beaches are
popular recreational areas both for holidaymakers and local
residents. T'frus although only one sixth of the species ringed

I4



are seabirds, they account for approximately half of the reco-
verr.es recorded. By contrast, passerines make up lO per cent or
less of the recoveries. As indications of current ltends, these
figures are food for thoughL. The L98L/82 recoveries are
following a similar pattern which will be good news for marane
bird researchers. Ringers studying passerine species will haveto rely Iargely on retrap data and sightings of colour-ringed
birds for vrorthwhile returns.

TABLE

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN RECOVERIES

REGION PERCENTAGE RECOVERED

reTe /80 1980/8r

Cape coast (including Transkei coast)

Transvaal

Offshore Islands (Cape and S.W.A. )

Cape inland

Z i-mbabwe

South West Africa coastline

Natal coast

Natal inland

Orange Free State

Botswana, Lesotho, Ma1afii, Mocambique

28, O 25 ,25

I4,9

A)

9)

6,7

6,0

4,6

2,1

40,75

4,5

t(

n )q

t5

South West Africa inland


