
Dear Sir,

InitiaL results of the Cape Cormorant and Cape cannet ringing
programme of the Sea Fisheries Research Institute necessitate
further corrunents on the use of colour rings described in Safrinq
News (Vot. II: 3-4). The colour ri.ngs for Cape Cormorants
proved adequate, but high colour ring Iosses were sustai-ned by
Cape Gannets. Recapture of colour-ringed gannets showed that
in several instances the colour ring had slipped down to
partially or fuJ-ly enclose the toes and web of the foot often
causing permanent, but relativeLy minor, injury to the innermost
and shortest toe. It is likely that ringed birds suffered
increased mortality in this way. It is thought that the flexi-
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colour rings were made of two thicknesses of material: 0,7 and
I.2 mm. Losses of thinner rings were far higher.

A possible solution is being tested on gannets by Dr. c. Ross at
Bird IsLand, Algoa Bay, The ring is bonded with cyanoacrylate
'super-glue' which is readiLy drawn between the ring coils by
^:^i r r a,r, -^+ i ^h Tha ol rre Fnrrq an immovabl e hond and theY I qv

ring is unable Lo expand. The effects of long-term exposure to
seawater and guano on the bonding are unknown, and this should
hc hornc in ni ncl trv anv nrosnpe l- i vo rr<g1,

The Sea Fisheries Research Institute seabird research programme
is now focus ing on the gannet and Ftedglings wi I 1 be
r,tetal-ringed only, as it is usually possible to catch a ringed
gannet in rhe colony. Very few sight records of colour-ringed
gannets have been retJrncd, Colour ringing wiI) l-e used only
for intensive studies in Lhe immediate future.

A. Berruti, Sea Fisheries Research Iitstitute,
Roggebaai, CAPE TOWN, 8Cl2
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Dear I'lr, Oatf ey,

AIec Manson's articfe on longevity of birds has goaded me into
digging out my records for SAFRING. The following records are
from birds ringed at Peterhouse for the mosL part, although the
Kurrichane Thrust ItLt:dus LiLor'gana was ringed in Marondera, the
Black FlycaLcher :'leLqeilarnis pammeLqina at Eirene and the
Carnrine Bee-eater Merops nubicoiaes at Beatrice.
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RING NO. DATE
RINGED

A-rrowmarked Babbler Turdoddes i az'dineii
593-09358 09.09.68 r6.).L.12

Kurrichane Thrush Iurdus Lt,bonyana
643-09605 19.06.7-1 03.08.79

Blackeyed Bulbul PAcnanatus barbatus
2-33479 29.L0.72 02.rr.79

Stonechat SericoLa toz.quata
60r-74516 28.12.63 06.07.68

BIack Flycatcher l4aLaenornis pamneLaina
662-11217 18.07.71 17.10.19

Lesser Doublecollared Sunbird Nectc"rinta chalybea
601-91841 28-12.66 18.11.70

Yellowthroated Longclaw Macrcn!r crloceus
622-01630 20.11.64 22.09.68

GoIden Weaver F.oae.s r:\'.:..: j
2-33261 23.10.10 19.06.76

l4asked Weaver P L c c e't"s t ei.qt:u.s
622-11469 18.02.73 12.08.79

Redbill-ed Quelea QueLea queLea
60r-74461 28.12.63 07.02.7r

Yellowrumped Bishop EupLecte s capensis
A-127652 31.07.'76 06.03.82

Pintailed Whydah Vtdua mo.cz.cura
601-91093 t7.11.64 21.09.68

Carmine Bee-eaterf," Merops nu"bic.:'iies
593-04864 30. r 0. 55 12.03 .1 |

* The Carmine Bee-eater was ringed at the coiony near Beatrice.
All the rest were ringed in the Marondera area.

P. Ginn, P. Bag 3741. MARONDERA, Zimbabvre

-ooo

]J

RECOVERED,
RECAPTURED

MINIMUM AGE
Y}l D

t4

2Lr1

r0

26

24

10

10

IJ


