
APPROPRIATE RING SIZES FOR
SOUTHERN AFRICAN BIRDS
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Roy Earl6's letter and my footnote to it in the fast SafrinqNews has prompted several ringers to write in with comments.
Letters fron Dave Johnson and Mike Fagan are printed in thisissue. Dafe Hanmer has comrnented on the matter of additionalring s.izes and wri-tes, ,'...something betvreen 2,3 and 3,0 mm
would be useful and also one between 1,8 and 2,3 mm".

I have combined all the suggested ring sizes that have been
Ig"l9.appropriate for the various species into one fist (pp.
63-66 ), The two main contribut-ors were Dale Hanmer (e O s-pi-cies) and Roy Ear1-e (34 species). Five of these species were
conmon to both lists and they agreed on 4, differinq only inrespect of the Malachite Kingfisher, for which DaIe recomme-nded
the E-overlap ring.

The Iist is arranged j-n Roberts number order. The first columnof ring sizes is a duplicate of those given in the SAFRING edi-tion of the Ringer's Manual, with the exception of the entry for
Cape Rockthrush wtrere the ring size does not appear ln theManual. The size given (marked **) ras ,."o**L.,d"d by eip",
and Schrrltz (1979) Safrinq News 8: 3I-32. The final column ofring sizes are those now considered more approprrate. Suffix
'Y' or 'E' refers to rings of that prefix wtrich aie respectively
special short shank and 2,5/4,O nm variable overlap ri-ngs. Someringers may be unaware of the K prefix rings which are IO,0 mm
in diameter and provide an intermediate size between g,0 mm and11,0 nn. Where the ring size is followed by an asterisk, an
over.l-ap is considered desirable to obtain an optimum fit.
Suffix'F'or'M'after the ring size indicates female or male.

Nearfy all of the suggested new sizes are larger than those
recommended in the Manual. However, it i-s important to remem-
ber that over the 20 or so degrees of latitude and Longltude
which gornprises the SAFRING area, there is scope for markedgeographi.c variation in s j-ze of wj-despread birds, ai-rd the rlng
sizes listed as appropriate need not necessarily be a good fiton all individuals of the species concerned.
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JT!LAEJ

6 Dabcirick

67 Littre Biltern

I30 Blackshoul-dered Kite

r4u Ayres-s Hawk-Eagle

f48 Western Banded Snake Eag

160 African Goshawk

L7I cymnogene

I90 HarJ-equin euail
I9l Blue euail
206 Buffsnotted Flufftail

281 Kelp GulI

314 Redeyed Dove

3l- 5 Mourning Dove

3I9 Tambourine Dove

320 Bfuespotted Dove

321 Eme.alclsnor-edDove

breen Ptgeon

340 European Cuckoo

342 Lesser Cuckoo

343 Reochesterl cuckoo

344X See 923

348 Jacobin Cuckoo

37 4 Freckled N.ight j ar

3'16 Mocambigue NighLjar
?q1 NaIrna J. rogon

RING SIZE (rnn)

le

I.{ANUAL

6r0

6 ,0/8,0
8,0

3,0

8,0/1I,0

8,0

4 ,3/ 4,5

4 '3
3r0

3,0

4,3

APPRO!SrArrE

8rO

rr,0
10,0/l-1,0

12,5

l2t5

8,0

).7t0/12t5

4 ,3:,

4,3"''

10r0

6,0

6r0

4,5

4,5

4,5

8,0

6,0

4r)

4 r3

6r0

4,5

4 '5
3,4/4,5

.-^r t ;
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NUMBER
SPECIES

Pied Kingfisher

Giant Kingfisher

Mal-achite Kingfisher
Dir^mr' ?i -^ti ^L^-r IYILl r\rrrY!rrrrE!

Greyhooded Kingfisher

Olive Bee-eater

Bdhmrs Bee-eater

T,i +f l a RFA-aaf ar

Li-lacbreasted Rof l-er

Ground Woodpecker

Gol-dentai 1ed Woodpecker

Olirrc Wnodnacl<cr

Wiretaifed SwaIl-ow

Mosque Swallow

Whi tebreasted Cuckooshrike

Forktaifed Drongo

European Gol-den Orio1e

African colden Oriol-e

Blackheaded Oriole

Kurrichane Thrush

Cape Rockthrush

Buffstreaked Chat

Stonechat

RING S I ZE (mrn )

MANUA], APPROPRIATE

- 4,3/4r.5

8,0 8,0/r0,0

- 1 Evl1 5E-rJL/ zr-

4,5t:

arJ

3r0 4,5"

etJ

z t ) z | 3E

4,5 6,0

4,3 4 ,5

3,0 4,3'l

)a?n Jtv

3,0 4 ,5

3,0 4,3

4,5 4,3

4,5 4,3

4,5 4,3
? n , .t'3Jrv at)

4,3/4,5 4,3

3r6rt*, 4r3r'r

J,9

,8/2,3/3,0 2,3

394

395

397

398

40I

403

446

408

410

4r3

452

496

500

5r5

5r7

)tY

520

)zr

545

552

559

569

576
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DNPF DTq

NUMBER

581

s88

593

599

604

or /

618

62r

oz4

62'7

629

636

642

644

645

648

651

677

704

7L1

719

72r

723

'7 49

750

2,3/3 ,0

2,3/3,0

r,8/2,3

2,3/3,0

r,8/2,3

1r8

r,8/2,3

r,8/2,3

lr8

r,8/2,3

f'8
fr8

3,0

APPROPRIATE

3r o

3r0

1,8

3r0

4r5

3 r0

r,8/2,3!'\.

fr8

r,8/2,3M

3r0

)a

2r3

4 r3

3r0

3r0

3r 0

4 '3
A1

3r0

spEcTFs

Cape Robin

Whitebrowed Scrubrobin

Collared PaLm Thrush

WiIl-ow Warbl-er

Cape Reed Warbl-er

African Moustached Warbler

Grassbird

Southern Cromlcec

Rudd's Apa1is

Bleating Bush Warbfer

Fantail Clsticola

Shortwing Cj-sticol-a
h^!!l i -- ^r ^!r ^^1^nq L LtfrlY vrJ Lf9ufd

Redfaced Cisticol-a

Bl-ackbacked Cisticol,a
7^-.. F: ^+t^^1^!oay vrr

Karoo Prinia

WattJ-ed-eyed Flycatcher

Yel-lowthroated Longcl-aw

Ol-ive Bush Shrike

Orangebreas:,ed Bush Shrike

Gorgeous Bush Shrike

Greyheaded Bush Shrike

arna cttarrhi r^

Gurneyrs Sugarbird

RING SI ZE (rnn)

MANUAL

contd.



P'IRFP'TIq

NUMBER

QDF'TFq

7\4 connFr\/ srrnhi1.d

758 creater Doublecoll-ared Sunbird

766 Olive Sunbird
'7'7 2 Black Sunbird

792 Lesser Masked Weaver

800 Yellow Weaver

802 Brownthroated Weaver

809 Firecrowned Bishop

8f0 Yellowrumped Bishop

8I6 Redshouldered Widow

oz) Swee waxb.l_1-L

829 Goldenbacked Pytilia

831 Redbilled Firefinch

83 9 Bl-ue Waxbi]l

84'1 Shafttailed Whydah

860X See 921

92I Lemonbreasted Canary

92j Rerred Lnnol-2ilscl Cuckoo

949 Basra Reed Warbler

-ooo

RING Sr zE (rnm)

SANUAL

1r8

r,8/2,3
L,8/2,3

r,8/2,3

3ro

3ro

2r3

r,8/2,3

lr8

r,8/ 2 ,3

2,3/3 ,0

APPROPRIATE

2 r3

2r3

2r3

2r3

2 r3F/3,0\l

2,3/3,0

2,3F/3,OM

2,3F/3,OM

2,3F/3,OM

2,3P/3,0M

1r8

]Q

|,8/2,3

2r3

2r3

Aq

2 ,3/3 ,0
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