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PRODUCTION OF COLOUR PVC RINGS FOR
THE CAPE GANNET AND THE CAPE CORMORANT

F. Kri.el and E. O'NieI

The Sea Fisheries institute has colour and metal-ringed 7 5OO
Cape Gannet ,tlorr-J c.cens.is and 5 300 Cape Cormorant
PrtqLqcroccr,i.r :1.p.'..:,'r chicks during l97A-i9Bl, r_o study thernigration and breeding patterns of the different .:/ear classes lnrelation to the avai-Iability of peiagic fish. Each island andyear class from which the bird was taken has its own colour
combination to facilitate identift"cation in the fieLd. owinq tothe longevir-y of gannels and cormorants, ,lurable colcur rings
ar:e needed. "Darvic" PVC was used to produce +-he rings as it is
easy to cut and has a high resistance to uitra-violet lighr.Rings that have been in use for two years have shown no colour
fading.

Ring blanks wj-th rounded ends of 120 rnm x L2 lnm
gannets and 95 rnm x 8 mm x I mm for cormorants1,8 m x l-.2 m x I rnm sheets of "Darvic" PVC
engineering company and the moulds are milled
"Tuffnyl" (FiS. I overleaf). "Darvic" pVC is not
lable locally.

The doubie overl-ap rings ere naCe oy inserting the ring blanksrnto the tangential slits and ;anming |'hem against the curve ofthe mould. The Loaded inould is then immersed in hotwater (>90oc), r-he blanks soften within seconds and are Eed into|-he mould with a paj-r: of t\deezers. The inner end of the rrngis then pushed back against the directj-cn of the curve, assuringthe correct internal diameter (f6 mm for gannets and 12,5 mm forcormorants) and preventing the inner end from protruding rnro
the centre of the ring. The rnould with the rinqs is placed incord water to cool while the operation ls repeated with a secondmould. A singLe operator working an average g-hour day can
make L O00+ rings in this manner.

F. Kriel and E. O'Nie1, Sea Fisheries Institute, private Baq X2,
Roggebaai, CAPE TOWN, 8Ol2
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