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Thc period coverecl in this report is l'rom I
July 2002 to 30 June 2003. A total of 89689
bircls was ringed cclrnpared to 69383 in the
previous year (Table l). The total was rnacle

up of 84090 fiee-tlying bilds and 5599 nest-
lings. This is the highest number of birds
ringed in a ayear rvith SAFRING rings. 'l'here

is r I'uir'ilnrount ul'lluctrrulit'n irr lirrging ttr-
tals over the last 5 years (Tablel), probably
mainly due to the number of penguins and
quelea ringed, as rncntionecl in previor-rs an-
nual reports. The figures 1br this l'epol't werc
cornpiled in May instead of the usual Decem-
ber, meaning that tlie data is slightly more up
to date than in previous years, although there
are alrvays a f'erv ringers who submit data a
few years late.

Most birds rvere ringed in Namibia
('f able 2 ) due to the ctlbrts clf Ursula Franke
but she also ringed in South Africa. Ringing

records were received flonr Seychelles but
not Mauritir-rs; and also f}om Sao Tome and
Cameroon.The top linger is Henk Bouwman
(Table 3), who was in l5th position in the
previor-rs ycar. Top raptor ringers are Mark
Anderson 1'or nestlings and Arie Wiltiams
with bal-chatlies (Table 4).

The number of species ringed rvas 568,
one lcss tlian the plevious year (Table I ). The
top specics are European Swallow, Masked
Weaver, Red Bisliop, Redbilled Quelea, Capc
Wlritc-eye and ('apc Weuver as in plcvi,rus
years, but in a slightly different sequence
('Iable 5). Sacred Ibis has made the list due to
ringing by Doug Ilalebottle and Dalton
Gibbs.

Cape Gannets lead the Seabirds list
(Table 6). Whitebacked Vulture is the rnost
ringed nestling raptor and Pale Chanting
Goshawk is the most trapped laptor (Table 7).

Table 1. Comparison of annual totals over 6 vears.
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Table 2. Geographical distribution of ringing effort in the 2002-2003 ringing year

i.vunrbcr of
Ringers

Nr.rnrher of
Species ringecl

Number of
Biruls ringcd

Avgeragc no. of
birds pcr rineer

Namibia
W Cape
E Cape
N Cape
Zinrbabwe
NW Provincc
Gauteng
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Mpumalan,la
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S rvazi I and
tvl a l3u l
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Table 3. Top 20 ringers in the 2002-2003 ringing year for all species.

Rin,scr Pnrl ince / crruntrv Nunrher of hirrls

I{enk Bourvman
Ilennie van clen Brirrk
Kobie Rai.jmirkers
Ursula franke
Bob Ellis
-Ii 

rn C)sborne

Margaret N{cCall
Ilennie cie Klerk
Shonie Raijnrakers
Rita Nlarais
Dirk Heinrich
llerman & Zephn6 Bernitz
Barry Taylor
Pete Biutlett
Dave Johnsorr
Johan Snyman
Colin de Kock
Mark Brorvn
Flik du I'loo-,-

Chris du Ploov

North West. South Allica 4599
Botswana .1.180

(iautene. SoLrth Africa 30.1.1

Namibia 259-l
Wcstern Cape. South Africa 2488
Namihia 2481
Western Cape. South Africa 2414
Gautcng. South All'ica 2l-5-l
Gautenc. South Aflica 2151
North West, South Africa 2105
Nanribia 205.1

Mpumalanga. South Africa 2038
Krva-Zulu Natal. South r\flica 189(r
Namihia 11 lZ
Ku'a-Zulu Natal. South Africa 1595
(iautens. South Africa 1521
Ciauteng. SoLrth Afl.ica l -5 15

Ku'a Zulu Natal. South Aflica 11,13

Gautcn-e, Soutlr Alrica l28l
Gautenc. South Al'rica ll(r3
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Table 4. Top 20 ringers in the 2002-2003 ringing year for raptors

23

a) Nestlings
l{inger Proviti. c/

country
N urnber
of birds

b) Free-flying raptors
Ringer l)rovince/ Number

(rrunlr) ol birtls

N1ark Anderson Northern Ciape

KevinNlitchell Zirnbabwe
Andrerv Jcnkins Western Cape

Rob Sinrmons Namibiir
Pctcr13ridgelbrd Namibia

96
12
)4
.19

48

Arie Willianrs
J & D Robson
Dirk Fleinrich
[I & Z Bernitz
lvlark Brorvn

Gauteng
Gauteng
Narnibia
Mpumulanga
KwaZulu-Natal

r78
n2
86
85

38

Table 5. The most frequently ringed birds Iot lhe 2002-2003 ringing year: terrestrial species.

Rank Specics l'otal ringcd Previous rauk

I

2

.l
,1

5

6

1

5

t0
II
l2
l-l
l-+

15

l0
n
l8
l9

Europcan Swalloiv llirutuht rustit'a
Nlasked Welver Plrtezrs lelrrlrrs 6l-10
Red Bishop Euplet'tes ori.r 5387
Redbillcd Quelea Qruelcrr qrcku 1588
Clape White eye Zosterops pttllitlus
Cape Weaver Ploceus t'apert.sis 1832
Lirrkli[,e Bur]ti nB [/rrt', i: t t i tn 1,et tr r t tt i
Cape Sparrorv Pusser nttlurtunrs 164J

Re dheaded Finch Artndinu erttltrocepltulrt
Laughing Dove Str(ptopeliu settegulettsis
13Iackeyed IlulbuI P,r,crroloI u s bu|bu| us

Al'rican Marsh Warbler Atruteplulus btletict:ttu:
Blue Waxbill Urueqirttltus ttttgolettsis
Cape Robirt Cossy'phu cuJJiu 881

Conrmon Waxbill Estriltlu astriLd 815
Spottedbacked Weavet Plocer.r t:ttt:uI|rLt u.s

Sacled lbis I'hreskiontis uetluopi(us
Southerrr Circyhcadecl Sparrow P tt s,s c r d iJJil s u s

Olive ^fhrush 'l unlus olit'uceu.; '799
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Tabfe 6. The most frequently ringed birds tor lhe 2002-2003 ringing year: seabirds

Rank Species Total ringed
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l0

Capc Gannet lvlorus t'upettsis
Aflican Penguin Splrcniscus dtntersus
Kclp Gull Lurus tlornitritttrtu:
Conrmon fern Slenrrr ltinttulo
All ican Black Oystcrcatcher Iluentutolttrs ntoquitti
Bank Cormoranl Phulacrtttoru,r tteglectus
Illack Tern ('ltlidonius ttiger
Ilartlaub's Gull 1-arrrs ltortluttbii
White Pelican ['tlecatus otto(rotulus
Antarctic Tern SIertru v'itluttt

-1230
I 865
I 395

I0,+6
291
266
21t)
t61
r56
ll5
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Tabfe 7. The most frequently ringed birds tor lhe 2002-2003 ringing year: raptors

2004

(a) Raptor nestlings
Rank Species fotal ringed

I

2

l
4

5

tl
l
8

9

l0

Whrtebacketl Vulture (ir7r,s a.fricantrs
Black }larrier Circtrs mattnrs
Lappctfaced Vulturc forgo.s tracItcIiotrt.s
Pcre-srine Firli on Fnlcn pere qrittttt
Rock Kestrel Falto tirutunculus
Spottcd Eagle Orvl 6u7r,, a.fricnnus
Lizartf Bttu zlrd hnrrltillle o nt.troqt tilDntit tt\
Barn Owl Ttto ulln
Cape Vulttrre ()tps coprothercs
l)rrle ('lrrntinc (ir'rhauk ,\lrli, r,tt t tiltotr!\

ll0
16
60

12
l-1

l.l
ll
ll

1

(b) Free-flying raptors
Rank Species Total ringed

I

2

-l
;1

5

6
1

8

9

I0

2 3,1

148

ll.l
87

5.s

17
.16

.l -l

39
ll

Pale Chanting Goshauk llleltcra.r (dnorut
Steppc Ruzzard Buteo buteo
Blackshoulderetl Kite Elnrrrr.s catntleu.s
Spotted Eagle Owl Bubo u.fricnntts
.Tackal Bttzzarcl I) rr t e o ru.f olil sc tr.;

Rock Kestrel Folco tinnttnculu.s
Barn Ou'l ftto olbu
(ireater Kcstrel Falco nrpicoloide.t
Pearlspotted Owl (iIaucirIinrn porlatunt
Dark Clhanting Ciosharvk illcliera.r ntet(rbete,t


