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Introduction

Slrerkyheaded Canarics Jerirrar grrlrrrs arc
crldernru l', \uh Suhrrrn AIricr lnr.l oi.rrr rn
.r \ rlicly r'f hthittts rnr'lrrdinc B t,t, ltt,t, tr,t.
savilnnah. thornvcld and woodlands (Nutlall
1997 J.

Biornetric datl have bccn publishccl tor
Zimhrb\'.e (Skcad 1960. Manson 1986. J:rck
son l()S9. Nlaclean 1993) and South n lricir
(Skeud l()60. Nlaclcan 1993. Underhill t,l rr1.

l99S).'Ihese dxtt sets. e\ccpt lc,r \!in!: lcnglh
lu)l(i rIrts. :rrc cilher incomplele ()f hllve s,l'lllll
sllrPlc \izc\. Moult clata are largel-"- Lrnpub
lr.hrrl Nlrrr.r'n r lL)8hr renolc(l ll lnmJl]
rnrrrrlt in 7-imbabwe. This pilper reports r)n
rnrrrrll lrrrrl biometric data in Streakyhelded
Cilnirrics lrom thc west coast of South All ica.

Study site and methods
Strelkyhcadcd Canaries rverc clptured rnd
lingcJ lt Verlorenvlci Nature Reservc.
l:ltnrlshuui (32'' llt'S, lil''22'E) bctween Jtnu
ary J00l rLnd April 2002. No ringing rvas
(lonc in the rnonths of Fcbruilry. Scptcnrtrcr
itrd I)cccl]rhcr. Thc birds rvere cuplufc(l in
Inr\t ficr\ .rr ir !\Jlcf pi,tnl in .rn 4,,1, r,r , r-
| /.,/7 \ pl!nllltot).

Wing length. ntass and priltlrv rnrrrrll
ur're recordcd for all birds- Hcad. tarsus lnd
lnrl nrclsLrrcmcnts and secondary and tlil
lnoull \cr)res wcrc also taken from a silmple
ol lhe caLptured bircls. I;our hcad rnelsure
rner)ls \\'cre taken: lolal hcad, bill depth and
trvo t ulmcn rreasurements: bill tip li) thc
tc:rtrrrrcrl hrrsc r 'r' thc brll. lrrril I,, rlre rr i',n
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wirh the skull.
Birds thrt wcrc moulting P(r or P7 (long

csl primarics) or 'l'l or T2 (longcst tail leillh-
ers) were excludctl from this analysis. All
measlrremcnls and moult sc()rcs were titkcn
lirllowing de Beer ?l ./i. (2000).

Results and discussion
Frimary moult was recortled in Ocl()ber.
No\ crlr her and January. rvith I of 26.3 of l5
rnd 9 ()[ l6 hirds caughl in rclivc moult. rc-
spcelivcly (Tdble l). N() ptjm,liy tDoLrll *ls
rccorded in Auglst or Nlarch. Ringed rdrr'ts
FA09535 and FA09543 cnftur!'d r.n (' irnd ?
Junuurv 2001 respectivcly botb had mt'ult
\cr)res ol 22 and were lherefore nri(jwily
through primary moult. The durrtion of pri-
rn ry moult in Yellowlronted Cunalics.\rri-
nus moTtntbicus is irpproxim.ltely 120 days
(Earl6 l98l). It can bc crgucd thrt bolh
ringed birds rvould havc necdccl an additionll
60 days to complete the primary moult. An
adult FA l-5136 caught rnd ringed on J a)ct(r
ber 20(ll had ir moull score of l,l. This hir(l
\rould hxve begun its primary m()ul1 in Scl)
tcmbcr. Prirnary moull lhcrclore occurred
frorn Sentemher 1(] Mlrch. Streukvhcaclctl
(lanaries in lhc Westcrn Capc breed frrrrn
Ar:lusl lo Jrnuary (Nuttall l9g7). l\'lilDson
( 1989.t rccordcd primcry moult i Zimhxhwc
in October and January July. BreerJing
oceurs lrom Scptcmbcr to March (Nlaclean
It)91). Primary moult in Streakyherded
Clnaries therelor'e slar ts very soon after lhe
commencement 0l breeding.

Sccondary moult was recortled in Octrrber.
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Table 1. Primary moult protocols lor Streakyheaded Canaries at Elandsbaai, Western Cape.

B ing Date Right wing moull protocols Moull score

29

IrA09521
FA{)9525
t,^09526
FA09535
F?\095.13

FA095.18
I;409519
FA09552
Ir409551
1-Al5Ll1
FAl5l6l
FA 15177
FAl5l9l

6 Jlnuary 2001
6l.rnuary 2{)01
(r J r rry 20() I

6 Jrnuury l00l
? J.rnuary 2001

7 January 200I
7 Jitnuary 2001
7 Janurry 2(X) I

7 Jlnulry 2001

3 Oclobcr 2001

') Novelnber l00l
i0 No\ember 2001
ll Novcmber 20(l I

555 5 5-51l0
555 5.11200
5555222(x)
555111000
555421ri00
55 5555512
555432000
5 5 5555 320
555555'l2l
55530000{)
.10000000{)
.1000000(x)

555.100[X,(J

1,1

i9
llr
72
12

)1
.t-5

38

.1

.l

Table 2. Measurements of Streakyheaded Canaries.

Localily Head Culmen Culmen
(base of (union
teathers) with skull)

Tail Wing TarsusBitl
depth

!)unrisburr.
t05

runge 2l S ls s

s.D. L()(.)

srmple srze 70

S.I).

Zirrrbabu ct:

S. D.

rrnS€
s. D.

1.6 6ttj
6.n 1J.6 58 (,3

0. t2 2.0 t

69 59

75 2 t7.0
7 r.5 u{).0 15.0- 18.I

l Ul 0 60
l0r 61

75.(J

1l 1t
l0

| 1.2
I t.2 t1.2

l 2l
1l)

l5 J

ll5 t7 I

0.1.11

ll6
10.0 1.1.0

0.9t
l5

60.-1 11 .1 15 9
:19.5 66.r) 12.0 8l 0 l:1.0 l7 0

).11 2.11 i l9
lJl lto il

8l

t fhis srud). A lol l of I l2 brrds wrs c,rprureJ. Ijrcr\ltcnrenrs (in rnn) *ere rr\cD of cvery bird.
I Undcrhill rr ,?/. (l()rt!)
3 M,rns0n (1986)
r Ripley & lteinrich (l966)
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Table 3. N,4ass (in grams) of Streakyheaded Canaries
in soulhern Alrica-

Locality Fange Mean S.D. Source

lil:rndsh!.i I(' 7 2.1.u

Crpc :0-26
I rt|nsvrrl ll 25
Zrmhrbwc l2 () ll.0

I l2 This srudy

67 Mlclcrn ( l99l )

50 luiclean ( l9()l I

I ll tllnron (19861

20.l
21.9
t0 I

t 6..15

L57

Novcmber. Januarv and l\,larch April. No
acltrlts in sccon<lary moult were fecordcd in
/\ullLlst or Junc. 'liril fioult \'"lts recdded in
Novclnber. J luiry. N,larch rnrl April and nrr
nroulting birds wcrc recor(lcd in August or
Ma)'. l\'loult ol thc contour (body) ltathers
was recordccl in ()ctoher. November, Janrrary
anrl l\{arch M{). .\ll ofthe hir(is cap(ured in
Nlrrch Nlit) *erc in brtdy rroull and Do
Inolrll wirs fccorded in Augusl or June. Moull

',1 tlle\c lrr(t:\ ir.lrghtll rctarLletl relJli\c r,,

f(imrry moull-
Thc biornetric dala sets eollected itt

Llanrlsbaai did not h:n,c a bimoclll disrribLr-
li(r) and lhcrcfr)re adult birds clnnot be sexed
r)n mersuremcnts. Adult Slreakyhcaded
(lrnaries canno( be sexcd on thc basis ol
plumlge ditlercDces (Maclcan lq93). There
is ln increase in \\'ing lenglh lo$'ards the
n()rlh ol the spccics rlngc. tLtr cxlntple the
Drclrn vnlue at Ulandsbaai is 75.2 mrrr collr,
prfed with 77.:1rnm in Zimb.rbwc aDd 82 mm
in Angola- Culmen. tail rnd trrsus mcasrrre-
nlenls show ln,Jppositc trend (Table 2).

Strcrkyhe lcd Cinxries in South Afiica
huve approxinrltely thc sanre ntcan mass but
arc i4 g ('257.) hcr\'ier thun birds reportcd
florn Zimbabwe (Mrnson 1936, Jackson
l9S9) (Tablc l). Riplcy & Heinrich ( 1966)
rep(r'ted a milss (rl- l(, q fforn a hiltl collected
in Angola. lhe (hr:l thcretr)re suggesls that
Slrcakyheaded Canaries arc heavier in the
south ol its rangc. Jnckson ( l9ll9) sratcd that
this spccies lirllowed Bergrn.nn s rulc.
n!n1cly that ho(ly-size increlscs rn cooler Iati,
Iu de\.
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