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A pllir ol Clowned Plovers Varrellrrs caro-
/,.r1rl\ !\us for.rnd breeding rrn one of thc
sp<rrts tic-lcls Lrfthc lJni\,er:i(y ol Capc-for,'n
(--1-r'57 S | 8'27'E) in ciirl\ Novenrbcr 20()1.
On t.rling a photograph ol the incubating
hild. rr,c rver-e surprised at hou,close (<0.5 m)
rvc coLrld approach. When the bird dicl move
ilwiiy t!\(r cggs werc seen in the ncst. L)n I6
\o,,crnhcr 1001,IIDO retLrr ed to riDs thc
bird xn(l. xltcr cra\rling slowlv op to the b (1.

l]rinirrr'd lo catch it by hilDd. f)nce caughl. il
$as |inecd (D24652). bul han(lling rimc was
kepl lo ii rninimunr so as not lo kccp it oll lhc
ncst f()l loo long. Thc $inr Iength wits
189 mln lrd primary rnoult rvas ncarlv conr-
plcte \\ ith a score of 55555i5540. Furthcr
vrsr(s re!'c:rlcd the ringcd hilcL ro incubltc
r".l |i ,he limc irnd hit\(d {'n rnlirllll.ltrrrn rn

'l'rrbrror) (2001) wc dcduce(l that it wrs ptob-
ably lhe lemalc. l-he mate rvas secn ncarby
but was nol capturcd. Thc chicks hatched
succcsslully but soon movcd alvay tlom the
ncst cup.

On ll February 20()2 lhc ringed bird wus

irrund kr be incuhrting again al a site \! ilhin
l() m ol thc pre! i()(s ncsl siIc. l-he second
ncs( xl\o ((rnliLi ed 1\(! c!g:. Llrhrr .t d/.
( 1986) clescfibc Crowned Plovcrs as beirrg
double-blooclecl in thc Wcstcrn Cafe. This
time lhc bird slipped off the ncst whcn
approrched within I m. Wc re t{rrned on l3
Fcbruary 2002 * ith a hand nct and managcd
(o recaptu[c the bir(1.'I he outcr prin]rrics had
$trndo$,nslightlr to 185 mm. Intere:tingly.
lhc brrd hiil .t,I tcd lrirn.rry nr"UIl rprrn.
hirving a score of 555200(XX)0.

As lar as we are awrrc. this is the first
rec, 
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' 'f Cr, r\\ nc,l lluvcr rrn,lcrroin! lrirnuO
d'roult whilc bree(ling. lf othcr ringers havc
sinlilxr obscrvrti(rns Ihcv shoulil contact HD().
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