A Yellow-throated Leaflove (Chlorochicla flavicollis) with
extra wing feathers among the primaries
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Despite the large number of moult studies
published little has been written on abnormal
numbers of ight feathers (e.g. Stresemann
1963, Mclville 1985, Copete ef al. 1992,
Ottosson & Waldenstrom 2002). The most
commonly reperted anomaly is extra tail
feathers {anisorectricyly: e.g. Snow 1967,
Melvitle 1985). Reports of hirds with extra
wing feathers also occur (Stresemann 1963,
Melville 1983, Capete er al. 1992, Ouosson
& Waldensteam 2002,

At the newly established AP, Leveutis
Ornithalogical Research Institute, Amurum.
(OY"52°'N OB“3Y'E) on the Jos plateau in cen-
tral Nigeria, intensive ringing studics on
breeding birds are carvied owt to gather infor-

matton on the longevity of African birds. As
part of this project, the mouli patterns and
durarion of moult of some resident species
are studlied. Each bird is checked for growing
or shed flight feathers acvording to the
method of Ginn & Melville (1983) which
includes a careful study of cach flight feather.
We found one Yellow-throated Leaflove
Chiorochicla flavicollis which had an abnor-
mal number of primaries (Fig. 1. In both
wings. the primaries numbered eleven instead
af the normal ten. The three innermaost prima-
ries were in active moult, with the two innes-
most being in stage 4 and the third in stage 1.
The remaining eight primaries had not
moulted. The bird was an adult in good con-

Fig. 1. The Yellow-throated Leaflove’s extra wing feather.
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diion, and was trapped in the species’ pre-
ferred breeding habitat, implying that the
extra feathers had no significant detrimental
chtect upon the bird.

frregularities in the number of flight teath-
ers could be due to an old feather not heing
shed betore u new one is fully grown during
moult. In our ¢ase, the bird was in active
moult and all primaries were normally
spuaced, with no sign of feathers being
squeezed 1ogether. I is likely that this kind of
anomaly has heen underreponied so far, since
the scoring of feathers and the examination of
moult patterns are not standard routines in
ringing activities,
Acknowledgements
This project was funded by the Ottenby Bird
Observatory (Sweden). and received exten-
sive Tegistic support in Nigerta from Mr AP
Leventis and organisational support from Dr.
P. Hall. Ross McGregor aided us in the tield.
This is report na. 185 from the Otienby Bird

Notes from the Editor:

Ottesson & Waldenstrom: Extra flight feather 25

Observatory and report no. 4 from the AP,
Leventis Ornithologicul Reseurch Institute.

References

Copete, J.b., Copete, L.0L,, Domenech, ). &
Senar, J.C. 1992, A case of s Serin Serinus
serinny with an extra secondary. Ringing & M-
gration 13, 177-178.

Ginn, . & Melville, D. 1983 Moult in birds. BTO
Guide 19, Tring: BTO.

Jenni, L. & Winkler, R. 1994, Moult and ageing of
European passerines. London: Academic Press.

Melville, .S, 1985, Further examples of abnormal
rectrices and a case of an extra primary. Bulletin
of the Brinish Omithologists” Club 105: 95-94.

Ottossen, U. & Waldenstrdm, J. Hi2Z. (in press).
Two cases of Common Whitethrouts Sylvie cont-
niunis with extra wing feathers among the sec-
andaries. Ringing & Migration.

Snow, D.W, 1967. A guide to moult in British birds.
BTO Guide 11, Tring: B1TO.

Stresemann, E. 1963, Vanations in the aumber of
primanes. Condor 65 449459,

Afring News will appear on our web page in due course, as pdt files, where Fig. 1 of thix
article will be clearer (than in this printed version), as it will be in colour.
Web: hitp://www. uct.ac.za/depts/stats/adu/safring-index him

A related article lists abnormal numbers of tail feathers in different specics:
Hanmer, D.B. 1981, Abnormal numbers of rectrices. Satring News 10: 3-3,




