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Despitc thc la|gc nuntbcr of moult studies
lLrhlishc(1. little hNs been wl'ltten ()r ilbr]orntitl
nuolhcrs (t tliSht iclthers (c.e. Strcscmunn
1963. Nlclrille 1985. Copete ./ a1. lL)91.
Ottosson & waldensrrijm 2002). Thc mosr
comrnonly reported anomaly is cxtra lail
leathcfs (anisoreclr icylvl e.g. Snow 1967.
lVclvillc l9lt5). Reporls of birds wirh extra
wing tcalhers irlso occur (Stresenlann l9(rl.
Melville 1985. Coflctc 1r dl. 1992. Ortosson
& Wildcnsrri)m l00ll.

.\r Ih( n(lrl\ r'rt.rhlrsherl A I l.\. rrr.
Orrrilhological I{csclrch Insrirutc. Amur urn.
(09 5: N 08'-i9'E) on lhe Jo! plarc:iu in r!-n,
rr.rl Nrlrrrr. llcn\r\e nn!tn! \ru(lr(\,,n
blcetling [rirds llc curried oul to gather int(n

rnl(ron 1)n lhc longcvily ol Alrican hirds- ,\\
frfl ol rhis pfojcct. lhe moult pallcrns lnd
Llur!lr,,n nl m,'Lrll 0l \r'nle rc\rJcnt \nct'ter
irre \r dierl. EJUII hir,l i'r'hr.lrrl for gr, 'wing
rrr shcd flight fcathcrs itcrording to the
rnelhod of Ginn & Melvillc { 1983) uhich
rncludes ! cilrelirl sludy ofcach flight Ieathcr.
We found onc Yellow throalcd Leallovc
(hlontchicltt flovicolli.! which had an abnor
rnrl numbcr of primaries (Fig. l). In hoth
\\'ings. thc primaries numbcrc<tcleren instcad
,'l tlr. n,\mrl Ic . l lle thrcc innrrrn,r.t nrrm:r
ric.,,rcr..r1J.tiye rn,'11t. \ r(h rhc t$,,lnrrr.
r)ost being in sta8e.l ind the lhird ir srlge L
Thc rcnraining eight prinrirics hxd ntll
rn()rltcd. The hifd was an Jdulr rn g(X)d con

!-. 
'-

Fig. l. The Yellow'lhroaled Leallove's extra wing leather.
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dirion, lnd wrs lrapped in lhe species' pre
lcrred hreeding hrbitat, implying that the
e\lrr fe hers had no significant detrimental
ellect upon thc bild.

Irregularities in thc number ol tlight tbalh-
ers could bc due m Nn old felther not being
shcd betorc u new onc is l'ully grorvn during
moult. ln our case, the bird was in activc
mtrult and all prinlries wcre nornrally
splced, with no sign of le!thcrs being
squeezed logether. Il is likely lhat this kind of
xl,,mJl\ hr\ hecl un,lcrrcp,'rtcd r,r flr, .inuc
thc scori|g ol f'eathers and tlre examination ol
m|ull prll(rn\ arc n,,l \lundrtil routines in
ringinS activities.
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Notes trom the Editor:

Atling Ncrvs will appear on our wcb pirgc iD duc course. as pdl liles. $here l.ig. I ot rhr\
arlicle u,ill be clearcr (lhan in this pfinled vcrsion), as it will bc in col('uf.

Web: ht tp://ww w. ucl. ac.zrLldepls/sl ats/adu/safring, index. htm

A r.:lated afiicle lists rbDorDll numbers of tail teathcrs in difielcnt specics.
Hanmer. D.B. 1981. Abnornul nunbcrs of rectri.es. Sairing Ne$s l0: 3-5.


