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Introduclion and methods

From Nl.rrch 1996 to lirte No\cmbcr 1000
rirging uas ruther irregularly carricd out on
a ,1 ha plot ol Ac(lc irr srvanna at a small hoLlse

at Rurclsc-. :onre 20 km northeast of Gabol
onc. Aaar( i1r savannl bordered lhe plol on
three sides and l srnall road bordered the pl(n
on thc iburth side. Across lhc road was ir liLl

low field frinsed rvith Aut(i(r. A(acie tot-tilis
and,4. errrl>e.r'crrrl were thc dominant specres
with ll.)rcir/ /ir.rirl.r also prescnt and soDr!'
(,-r't,rr'id bushes in the underslorey. Wlrtcr wls
provide(i and sonre seed. RiDging rctivir_"-
wus sparse duling 1996. nctting scssicrns u:u
ally inrolving ()nly t\!o to three nets (up l()
36 m) per session. in lhc vicinity ol the
house. ln c:rrly 1997 Drisl-nelting wls i'ore
frcqucnt and during sone sessions up to
108 nr ol netting w,tr, used spreild over lha
4 ha. Frorr l99l lo 20(X) some ringing $rs
c.rrrieLl r'rrt in |l],'.1 rn,'I|lhr. Dillcrctl(c, rrl

Iinging cllirlt in le| lns ol time and number r)l
nels mrke an"- nreuningful :rnalysis difticult
bul lhe rrnre rJ, sp!-cic\ caught ilnd Ihcir folir
tivc'ahundancc i: rrl :onle inlere\t. lt providc's
sornc inli)rnrllion on blrd communi(ies i lhis
arca of SE Bolsw!na as x comparis(rn $ith
olher areirs ()l southern Afiicl. Sonre selsonrl
or annual difterenccs in lhe nunrbers ol strme
species ilre tlso cvidcnt.

Results
C)ver the li\e )etrs, ll3 species were caughl
rnd ri Bed. Se!L'rrl others, such as lr4lrsh
Owl rnd I'earlspolted Owl and Ruli)us-
chcckcd Ni.thljnr. $ cnl into nel\ bLrl cscirped
hclirrc thc\.,'ui.l hccrtri.rtcJ \l.rnr'p<. ic.

Airinq News (2002) 31 : 19-23

!!crc caught only oDcc or twicc (c.g. \'cllow
t'illed Kite. Creater rnd Lesser Honclguirlcs.
I'urple and Steelblue Widou'finchcs. Quuil
Irnch. l'lurrrr ulourerl Stlrlrng r nut ucre qrrirr'
regullrly scen on the plot. albci( in smxtt
nuntbers.

Only l5 species were c|Lr{ht regula.ly i.c.
> 100 ringed (Tables l, 2). Fourteen ol these
$ere seedeltcrs. rvhich. either rcgularly or
illcgularly, visitcd the plcrt to dr-ink. e.g.
Laughing Dovc. Rcdherded Fjnch, Mclba
Frnch, Yellow Car)ary. Blue WJ\billwas by
l!r lhc most nuncrou\ \pec'es (ijii9 ciught)
follurved b; Masked Wcavcr (i9li) rnd Rc(l
billed (luelel (-185).'fhe <rnl! non seedeater
ot thc 15 r'cgularly cxuqhl species rlils Ral-
llrnr Cisticolx ( 106).

Of thc five other species c:rught in relt-
Iivel) high numbers (:1{) or nlofe), three werc
sccdcatcrs. one ir nectar-leedcr/i sectivore
(l{arico Sunbird: 6l c.rughl) rnd one a
lrugivore (Pied Barbct: 40 caught).

Annual difterences in numbers
Sorrc r,pccics wcrc u(rlln()r) only in onc ()a

{\o }c!rs rTrbl.' I). F{)r e\rmple. RcJbilled
Cluclcr and Whitc$rlsed Wido$ lvcre
clught rnorc lieque tl\ in 1999 th.rn in pre
vrous ycars and in 2000 b()lh wefe nun)erous.
LlLickcheeked Wrxbills an(l bolh species ol
lilel-inch we|e also most colDtl)only citught in
2(XX) rvhilst anolher sccdciltcr, thc Violcl
eared Waxbill was scarce il] 2000 but coDr-
oron in 1997 and l99il- Niimlquu Doves wcre
!()mInon only in 1998 (as w.ll rs Shrlltailed
Whvdrhs) being particu)irrly lc\\ jn l9r)7 and
llx)0. Corrversely Redheadctl Finchcs rvclc
nros( cottrnionlv crught in 1999. I-arllikc
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Table 1 . Annual totals ol each species caught at Flu relse, southeast Botswana 1 996-2000.

Species 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 Toral No. of
ringed retraps
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Table '1. (conlinued)
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Species 1996 1997 1998 1999 Total No. ol
ringecl retraps

2000
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Buntings (314) wcrc almost all caught rn onc

)(rl r lqq8) $l)c lllefu $r. iIr In\J5r,,n in
lhe arer (Tylcr & Tyler 2001).

Seasonal diflerences
Nutrrbers caught ol some spccics varicd
greally not ()nly betwccn ycers bul bctrveen
limcs ofthe year (Table 2). There rvas a peak
in Narnequa l)oves in 1998 dLrring thc iirst
period (lale summer, Janudry-April). Bolh
Yrllnrr Crnrricr rnd Bli( kthn'rtcrl Crrrfrr\
also pcrkcd in this first period. lrom 1998

1000 and in the casc of Ycllow Caniiry tlso
irr lq.j7. I lrLr'. '5 y' ; ,,1 Yclluu Cr rfr(j
(n = 195) ringed at Rurctse, were ctLrghl be
tween Jlnurry and April and il5.ll'2, ol Bllck
throalcd Canaties (n = 155) were caught in
lhis penod. Therc was a big crtch of lllack-
cheeked Waxbills in thc firsl period ol l1)9!)
although in 2000 l]lost were c{ught iD rhc
scco d period (rhc dry scason fronl N'lay,
August). Othcr specics were most numerou!
in lhe drv scilson e.!. Scalylcathcled Finchcs
and Mrskcd Weaver in 199t. A fer', rvere
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Table 2. Catches in dry and wel seasons lram 1996-2000 ot lhe 28 mosl-nnged spe-
cies at Ruretse. Dry = N,4ay lo October, wel = Novenrber to April. The March 1996 and
November 2000 reco.ds are not shown but they are rncluded rn lhe Tola,s Species are
listed in order ol abundance-

Species Dry Wel Dry Wel Dry Wet o.y Wet Dry Total
1966 1936/97 1997 1997/98 1998 1998/99 1999 .t999/00 2o0o

Il lrc \\'r\hill
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lalgely ahsent in {he dry sel,.on !'.g. Milrico
Sunhild. l.lurhing Do\cs \!erc also nruch
lcss commonlv caught in ll). rvintcr period
than in thc firsi or llsl pcril)d of thc velr.
\lelJru Frnr hc. !rere irb\ent lr,,m thc pir.l .r
tiDres but iln influx rvas iippnrcnt in most
)eirs berwren Jinu v ilr)d April.lhc timir)-q
1rl lhc in,lu\ virryin! so,))c!rhat bctweer)
) exfs (see 'l ) lcr 2(Xl la).

Discussion
Allhough le\\ BlleLchcstcd Prjnias rvcrc
!lu!ht. !hc\' :rD(l Rilttljn-s f i.rticolas s'ere
nlrrDcfo s rn lllc rrlnotrndin:l arcu_ Lo* nunt
I'c.. rrcrc,r1.,'.lrr!llt,rl ',til( l (,,tl n,rn rc\r-

dL'nls in the ureir (Kalahrri R()hin. While-
l)ro\\e(i R()l')rn. Titbnbbler). This \rr hcclrrse
trapping only.ilught rcsidcnl n&ts and ofl'
spring (and dispcrsing birds): unlike sccd
e!tcrs. r,rsccli\orcs did Dot vi\rt lhc pla)l for
fo()d or wxler. lossibl) the sn)irll numtrcr ol
Plinir< bl 0r)rlDurison with Cirticolls. was
beclure Prinrls lrt'ablc to sct nel\ bctter and
nvoid them. o.lrfe betlcr iLblc (r escape lionl
nc1s.'l'he iiifficulty of catching cerliiin spc
cic\ in rrisl Dcls. iol cxlnple lrrrks. expluils
tbc l!w Sahot,r Lirrks crught (nnd no Monolo-
rr"'rs L:rr)" 'l'rrnl .r'r inllur r,J lJr(.lLjiL'\,n
clrrlv 1000)
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There was good rain in the summers of
1997/98 and 1999/2000, especially in the late
parl of thc latter season. leading to good grass

!r oq lh urxi .r :,ulply uf .ceJ lllruup h lhc $ ir)-
ler nronths. The summcr of 1998/99 had littlc
rainlall and during the winter of 1999 condi-
lions were very dry. Some seedealers were
L,,rlseqIenll) lurgcll ahsent lr,'m the ar'er iIl
that year (Violetcared Waxbill, Numaquu
Dove). l he water in the plol did, however,
attracl specics as Redbilled Queleu and
Whitcwingcd Witlows, whilst thc sccd sup-
ply in teeders iittracled Redheaded I'-inches.
Thi:' erpluinr lhe high lumhers,,f thi. sle-
cies caught throughout 1999. ln the dry
period of 2000. thc rclativcly lush conditions
fbllowing the exceptionrl rains oiearly 2000
no doubt explained the inllux of filefinches
and Blackcheeked Waxbills.

The seusonal exoclus oi Marico Sunbirds
uttrl RedlltcJ MousebirJ:. in the Jr) uinlcr
monlhs, when nectar dnd lruil sourccs are
sclrce, has bccn noled elsewhcrc ('fyler

2001a. b). I'he scrlcity of I-aughing Doves
and canaries in the wiDler pcriod tnight indi-
cate a movenrent rway lronr thc area.

Longevity dali rre inevitably scarce over
such a short study period but as thc ringing
sitc at Ruretse is slill being opcrated by John
Dalziel.I hope that retraps will provide some
interestiDg records ovcr the coming years.
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plge 75:
70831l0 is listed under Common Tern but is in lact a Srndwich Tcrn.


