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Rccentlv rccrrrrls for Iruropean Rced Wur-
blcIs ,4r_rot c/rrfrl/rrr t<irpoLcus in (L)uthcrn

Atiiee hlr e inercrred cspeeritll! frrr Naoribie
rtntl Botsrvanl. Kornen (l9ll8). Vrn dcn
tlfink & Loskc (1990). Herreman\ (l99:)
ar)d T\ler & Tllcr (1997) rll rcp()rted,rr
catchrng European Reed Warblers rn
Namibta and Botswana il increasing nurn-
bcrs. 1 1 ler and Tyler ( 1997). fbr instrncc. re
porlcd 5J Eurr)lrcan R!-c(l Wtrblcfs hetwccn
Novembr:r 199(r and April 1997. In South
Aliica. ho*cver, only two conflrmed rccords
r.l Errrolcln Ree'd Wlrrhlt-rs erist: one hy
Schmitt ( 1975) in the Transvaal in f)ecembcr
It)7,1 rt)(i rhe olhcr by Raijmakers {1995) irr

Vanderbiilfrrl Dn 5 Nlrrch 199:l
Slrlcc the re(flrd ilt I ilnderbrllpi(rk ln

L()()J. t<rur more Europe.rn Reed Wrrblers
$ere nctted. threc at the same localion lt thc
lscor 8itd.5:rnctuar-1, xnd lhe fourlh it 1e!v
kilontelrcs awr)'on the filrm Boschhank rl
the Sesolburg district.

'l-lrc lscrrr Bird Sanctul[y is situltrd nllrth
\\cst Dl rhc Iscor work\ Jr VaDdurbijlpirl
1:6'.11i.5. :7'5{)li). Thc h.rbrtat i-r prydonri-
nxnll)'0rurshy \\ ith cxta nsi\ e Ph.agnrte.
reed bc(ls around liLrge pur ilicltidr dirlns co -

tJining scmi puri'ied induslrirl clllucnt !nd
rain rvaler. The surrounding marshy irreirs
with stlnding \\lltcr are covcred rn Phrag
milcs. Typha. *ceds and sedgcs. lhc tolrl
ur'ea of dunrs and marsh is lpprorintatcly 6()
hectares. No lrees arc present in the i'nmedi
ate vicinity.

The tlr lloschhank is situirc(l ilong the
\ru I Rr ver in the Srsolburg disrri.t (l(i'.17 S.
17"'16 E). The arca \rhcrc rhc Europeirn Rcc(l
Wlrhler rrus nellcd is \!hcre lhc LR!-usln)rl
enters thc Inrl River- lt l\ xn arc.L \r'i(h c\tcn
sive Phragmitcs reed htds alonq thc Lecu
.nrui( \! ilh r.rtnu rr\'cr\i,lc hu\h .l|ld ,rnenin]
inlo i lJrge vlci area with Tlphl. rvecds.
sedgcs rnd lall \ lei grirss ilnd s(rrtlc iLreas (rl

open \{ater. The bush consists nlitinly oi

Table L Biomelric data ot European Fleed Warblers.
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AccLL Ltt *urc,t, Rhx.t l11n(?a and C.,/ri-r

All rhe birds rvere netted in reed bcds over
wirler. Threc birds were rirught a( the lsro.
Bird S;rnutuo^: trvrr or I February 1996 lnd
thc other on 2l Novemb<-r 191)7.1he bird at
Boschbanl rvas caught on l4 I'cbruary i998.
'l'w'o birds hn(i compleled moull, {Ite had
only moult in lhc secondaries \vhilst the olher
was nearly completc with lhe last three pfi-
maric\ ha\ Inv il nrolrll scor(, ol f_oua, lbur lr)d
thrre.

All birds rverr,: idcntificd on P2 noreh
length, on P2 notch in relltion to the othe.
prinlaries. ils lvell as oD Wllinder score (sec

Walintler rt ai. 1938). Thc l'2 notch uas also
used in con)binition with rhe wing lcngth rs
describcd rn \Vllin.lcr .,r r11. ( ,9Eti) and this
als() conl ir rne(l [.urol)cin Rced \A'drblcr.

Bi(Jnrctric data rvas rccolded in mrlli-
inclrcs. lhe wing lcngth \,!rls measuted to lhc
nearest millimetlc llccoldir)g 1o thc maxrn)um
chord method and thc nolch was rneasurcd lo
the nelllesl 0.5 mm as dcscrihcd by S\ens\o
( 199:,. All orh€r mcrsul"ernenr.\ !.e iD D)r)li-
metfc\ (l rble I ).

Although European Reed Warblers arc
rrlc birds in South Africa it scems thtt (hey

rre ovcr)r\)ke(l Io lr li]lge e\lent lnd that thcy
may bc 

''Do,-e 
colnrnr)n lhan generally

belie!ed. lt nlly {lso bc rhar they onl} rcJch
South Alrica in ccnlin l,cxfs utd ur)r ilt rrlhcr\
as lhe lscor Ilird Sirncruary was used as r
rirging srtc lir ncarl) ten ycars artd Europcan

Recd Watblers wcre (lnly crughl in thrcc of
these. Unfortun!tely lhe ringinB site hns no\\
been lost for ringing p(rposes This tust
hl\'c bccn one {), the bcsl wrlbler s,lcs in lhL-

crrunlry wilh llrge numbcrs Ltt Alrican
Mrrsh-, Capc Recd- and [.uropcan Sedge
Warblers prcsenr. Crear Rced- and ?\fricrn
Scdge War blers u cre conrnron rnd in a olhcr
pnrt r)t the sancluary Willow-. (;trden-,
Europeiin Nlarsh Warbicrs lnd \Vhitethroat
hive beeD nelted
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