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Recenily records for European Reed War-
blers Acrocephatis scirpaceus in southern
Attica hinve increased especially for Namihia
and Botswana. Kamen (1988), Van den
Brink & Loske (1990). Herremans (1992)
and Tyler & Tyler (1997) all reported on
catching  European Reed Warblers in
Namibta and Botswana in increasing num-
bers. Tyvler and Tyler (1997). for instance, re-
ported 33 European Reed Warblers betwecn
November 1996 and April 1997. In Seuth
Africa. however, only two confirmed records
of European Recd Warblers exist: one by
Schmitt (1975Y in the Transvaal in December
1974 and the other by Raijmakers (1995) wt
Vanderbijlpark on 5 March 1994

Since the recard al Vaaderbijfpurk in
1994, four more European Reed Warblers
were netted. three at the same location at the
lseor Bird Sancuuary and the fourth a few
kilometres away on the furm Boschbank 1n
the Sasolburg district.

The Iscor Bird Sanctuary is situated north-
west nf the Iscor works ar Vanduerbijlpark
(2673IX'S. 27750 ). The habhat is predomi-
nantly marshy with extensive Phragmites
reed beds around large purification dams con-
tainming semi purified industrial effluent and
rain water. The surrounding marshy ureas
with standing water are covered in Phrag-
mitcs. Typha, weeds and sedges. The total
area of dums and marsh is approximately 6(
hectares. No trees are present in the immedi-
ate vicinity.

The farm Boschbank is situated along the
Vual River inthe Sasolburg disimet (26°47°S,
27°46'E). The arca where the European Reed
Warhler wus netted 1s where the Lecusprun
enters the Vaal River. It is an arca with exien-
sive Phragmites reed heds along the Lecu-
spruit with some riverside bush and opening
into o large vled area with Typha, weeds,
sedges and tali vlei grass and some areas of
open water. The bush consists mainly of

Table 1. Biometric data of European Reed Warblers.

Ring number ADE8a27 Not ringed AD68879 AD55991
Location Iscor B S lsentr B S [scor B S Boaschbank Tarm
Darte 3 February 1996 3 Febrygy 1996 22 Noavember 1997 14 February 199R
Wing leagth N Ty 64 71

P2 notch 12.0) 131 120 12.5

Tail 37 57 37 50
Tarsus 230 218 233 214
Tarsus width 1.8 17 135 185
Culmen 17.5 173 18 4 179
Culmen width 4.2 42 4.3 4.05
Head 347 REN 355 RN
Mass 98 1.2 121 1o .2
Moult yes complete camplele ves
Walinder score 004 10.26 1045 1 4]

P2 nutelh vn remipes PLYS Pl Pip P2 snll growing
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Acacta karoo, Rhuas lancea and Celris
africand.

All the birds were netted in reed beds over
water. Three birds were caughrt at the Iscor
Bird Sanctuory: twao on 3 February 1996 and
the ather on 22 November 1997, The bird at
Boschbank was caught on [4 February [998.
Two birds had completed moult, one had
oniy moult in the secondaries whilst the other
was nearly complete with the last three pn-
maries having a moult score of four, four and
three.

All birds were tdentiticd on P2 notch
length, on P2 notch in relaton to the other
primaries, as well as on Walinder score (see
Walinder vr al. 1988). The P2 notch was also
used in combination with the wing length as
described in Walinder ef «f. (1988) and this
also contivmed European Reed Warhler.

Biometric data was recorded in mifli-
metres. the wing length was measured to the
nearest millimetre according to the maximum
chord method and the notch was measured to
the nearest 0.5 mm as described by Svensson
(1992). All other measurements are 1 amh-
meires (Tuable 1).

Although European Reed Warblers are
rare birds in Souih Africa it scems that they
are pverdooked 10 a large extent and that they
may be more common than generally
believed. It may also be that they only reach
South Afvica in certain years aud nut 1 others
as the lscor Bird Sanctuary was used as a
ringing site for nearly ten years and European

2002

Reed Warblers were only caught in three of
these. Unfortunately the ringing site has now
been lost for ringing purposes. This must
have been one of the best warbler siles in the
country with Jarge numbers of African
Marsh-, Cape Reed- and Curopean Sedge
Warblers present. Great Reed- aad African
Sedge Warblers were common and in another
part of the sanctuary Willow-, Garden-,
European Marsh Warblers and Whitethroat
have been netred.
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