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The period covered in this report is I July
2000-30 June 2001. The ringing effort in
southern Africa has again increased, with a

total of 82 192 birds ringed compared to
65 981 in the previous year (Table l: Safring
News 29:90-92). The total was made up of
'75 415 free-flying birds and 7377 nestlings.
The high number of birds ringed is largely
due to the 20 000 penguins ringed as a result
of the Treasure oil spill. Again the quelea
numbers are similar to the previous year's
total. The number of species ringed was 554,
one more than the previous year. These fig-
ures were compiled at the end of January in-
stead of the usual December, meaning that
the data is slightly more up to date than in
previous years, although there are always a
few ringers who submit data a few years late.

Most birds were ringed in the Western

Cape (Table l), but the unusually high figure
of 33 000 birds is due to the ringing of the
20 000 Treasure penguins. Ringers from out-
side the Western Cape helped ring these
birds, as did Avian Demography Unit staff
and local ringers (Safring News 29 88*89).
The data was all ascribed to SANCCOB,
however, since the ringing took place there,
putting them at the top of the list (Table 2).
One new addition is Rita Covas who ringed
nearly 1500 Sociable Weavers for her PhD
thesis, which she has now completed. The
Marine and Coastal Management team and
Pete Bartlett from Ichaboe Island, Namibia,
ringed seabirds. The other ringers in Table 2

are general mistnetters, although some of
them also ring raptors with balchatri traps.
Top ringers of nestling and free-flying raptors
are listed (Tables 3a and b respectively).

Table 1. Geographicaldistribution ol ringing ellort in the 2000-2001 ringing year.

Province/
country

Number of
ringers

Number ol
species ringed

Number of
birds ringed

Average no. of
birds per ringer

Western Cape

Gauteng
Namibia
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Botswana
Eastern Cape
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Table 2. Top 20 ringers and ringing groups Table 3. Top ringers and ringing groups in

in the 2000-2001 ringing year for all species. the 2000-2001 ringing year for raplors.

Ringer Province/
country

a) NestlingsNo. of
birds

SANCCOB
llennie de Klerk
Bob Ellis
Rihann Geyser

Tim Osbome
Marine and Coastal

Management
Kobie Raijmakers
Margaret McCall
Riann Marais
Rita Marais
Rita Covas
Hans Meevis
Dirk Heinrich
Tony Tree
Dawie Kleynhans
Gerrie Grobler
Herman & Zephn6 Bemitz
Peter Thornton
Stephanie Tyler
Pete Bartlett

Western Cape 20 318

Gauteng 2717
Western Cape 2525
Gauteng 2127
Namibia 2107

Western Cape 2038
Cauteng l'16l
Western Cape l71l
Gauteng 1504

North West 149'l
Northem Cape 1473

Botswana 1436
Namibia l40l
Eastern Cape l39l
Free State 128'1

Northern Province l28l
Mpumalanga 1273
Gauteng 1176
Botswana 1143

Namibia 1l4l

Ringer

Abrie Maritz
Mark Anderson
Kevin Mirchell
Liz Komen
Tim Osborne

Province/
country

Northern Cape
Northern Cape

Zimbabwe
Namibia
Namibia

No. of birds
ringed

180

78
64
58

56

b) Free{lying raptors

Ringer Province/ No. of birds
country ringed

Francois Taljaard
Liz Komen
Abrie Maritz
Herman & Zephn6

Bernitz
Dirk Heinrich

Northern Cape 163

Namibia 118
Northern Cape 108

Mpumalanga 90
Namibia 8l

Table 4. The most frequently ringed birds for the 2000-2001 ringing year: terrestrial species.

Species Total ringed Previous rank
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Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus
Red Bishop Euplectes orix
Redbilled Quelea Quelea quelea
Cape White-eye Zosterops pallidus
European Swallow Hirundo nrstica
Redheaded Finch Anntlina erythroceplnlo
Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis
Sociable Weaver Philetairus soctus
Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis
Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis
Cape Sparrow Passer ntelanurus
African Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus baeticutus
Blackeyed Bulbul P-ycnorr otus barbal us

Cape Robin Cossypln caffru
FIouse Sparrow Posse r donrc-rlictts
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild
Bronze Mannikin Spe rnteste s cucullatus
Olive Thrush 'furdus olivaceus
South African Cliff Swallow Hirundo spilodera
Retleyed Bulhul Pl,cnorrottts nigricntts
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The European Swallow dropped in num-
bers and rank from the previous ringing year
(Table 4). Unfortunately the swallows
departed from the major roosts in Bloemfon-
tein, Roodepoort and Middelburg early in
2001, resulting in a lower catch rate. Red-
headed Finch moved high up the list due to

intensive ringing of this species by Dawie
Kleynhans, Hennie de Klerk and Kobie Raij-
maker in their gardens.

African Penguins lead the seabirds list
(Table 5). Raptor nestlings and free-flying
raptors are listed in tables 6a and 6b respec-
tively.

Table 5. The most frequently ringed birds for the 2000-2001 ringing year: seabirds.

Rank Species Total ringed
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African Penguin Spheniscus demersus
Cape Gannet Morus capensis
Swift Terrr Stenm bergii
Antarctic Tern Sterna vittata
Kelp Gull Larus donrinicanus
Common Tern Stenn hirundo
Hartlaub's Gull ktrus hartlaubii
Roseate Tern Stenn dougallii
Caspian Tern H;droprogne caspia
Cape Cormorant Pholacrocorax capensis

2t o20
2932
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559
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a) Raptor nestlings

Rank Species Total ringed Rank

I Whitebacked Vulture G,1,ps africattus 150
2 Barn Owl Tyto ulba 122
3 Spotted Eagle Owl Bubo africanus 63
4 Rock Kestrel F<r/co tiruturtculus 42
5 Pale Chanting Goshawk Melierm cartorus 3'l
6 Black Hanier Circus mannts 35

7 Secretarybird Sagittarins serpentarius 32
8 Peregrine Falcon Fnlco peregrinus 3l
9 Lappetfaced Vulture lorgos tracheliotos 28

10 Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco nronogramnricus 18

b) Free{lying raptors

Species Total ringed

I Pale Chanting Goshawk Meliera-r cattorus 218
2 Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo l0l
3 Spotted Eagle Owl Bubo africanus 100

4 Barn Owl Tyto alba 92
5 Rock Kestrel Falca tinnunculus 82

6 Jackal Btzzard Buteo rufofuscus 70
7 Blackshouldered Kite Elanns caeruletrs 68
8 Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides 56
9 Pearlspotted Owl Glaucidium perlatum 41

l0 Lesser Kestrel Falco nttutnanni 26

Table 6. The most frequently ringed birds for the 2000-2001 ringing year: raptors.


