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While ralking to Rob Si,nnron! eirly l99li
ahoul alllhcllannngos pr€se.t on rhe Ekumr
Riler in Eloshd NxtionAl Park he nenrioDcd
that it $as ve.y dificuh ro.rrch free-l!ing
naorinsos and only r handtul had becn
caughl using fool nooscs. Rob was inle.ested
in ringing Etosha bir(ls ro sc{ whethero. nor
lhcrc was inlerchangc b{rwccnrarious popu-
lalion ccnier. Some rin3cd ud pitagially
tagged birds from Etosha hdlc bccn scen at
Walvis Ba) and one Lesser Flnningo /'rr.-
ni&ptetu! ninot NAt tccovered at C;hanzi,
tsotswana but ir is not known ifEtosha. Wrl
!is 8ay or Sandwich tlarbor birds 
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A vdiely of lechniqu$ havc bcen l.aed ro
cllch aduh tlmingos bur rhcsuccess mte hat
requircd munnun effon iorminind rcsulls.
N0rive! catching tbe bird! f.r food in the
Caribbean islands hrve stflpped nalcd.
coalcd tbenrsellcs wilh whire clay a.d thcn
sLoallhily belly-crawlcd upon the bids whcn
their hcrds are bclow rhc water feeding
(A1l€n 1956). Orhe6 havc notcd rhrr ibor
nooses madc ircm rrrnrt or nylon and lakl
out in fie s'atcr have h€en used b] Atricds
at Lafte Nafon iD Tarzania to catch thc birds.
Adaptilg lhe fool noosc techniqDeln Kenvu.
Brools Childress (pers. comm.) can8ll35
Lesser Flamingos in l.dkc tsogoria. Ir BoI'
swana Grahrm McCulloch (R. Snnmons
pers. comm.) caught 19 Lesser Flaminsos
and 3 Greater Flamingos Pho?ni(opterts
r!b?r using fic lbot noose re.hnique ovcr r
2-l w@k pe.iod. chc.klng fte nooses borh
day and night. Fli8hllcrs chicks have been
caughl fo. rinB,n3 purposcs rll o!cr the
world. andcannon nets have becn uscd in the
Orange Frec Srate (Johnson 1986) but hrve
the potentiaL toharm such longjreckcd birds.

Since se had been very succelsfuL catch
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ing K.riBund s,1r./r,/rr'lrri with r gillnct.
ny $lfe l-aurcl rnd I lool Itob s quest as a

challenge lor us to Ify .1n(l crrch flxnri.gos
using dre sanrc nct. The ner wc u\c lbr the
kori rs 

^ 
nronofilamcnt gillner hung llag stlle

(onl) r l mor roplinc) r\x slBcial order tiom
rfu \ylon Ner Compnn!. Nle phis. t nnes
scc. LISA (!!$w-nvhnnet.coo,l- Ihc ner i\
3l)f) licr (90 n) loDe b! l0 teel (3 m) deep
wilh I nrch 1l0.nt \quarc nresh ullng #108
lorrol,Lrmcnt (0.51nrn')silh r 16 pound

( 12 kgl brei irt nrcnglh. Thc nronolilamedl
is whitnh. We dlcd dlc n€r i goldcD bfown
uring 2 packeri of rcgular clorhing dvc but
lctl!ing r}e ner in rhc d)c olerr'ighl lbr ber
rcr pcnclmlion ofrhc mo||olila!'rcnr. Since *e
Usc drnel flagnylc tbr the busrard se modi
licd thc Det $ilh aD lddirion ot ! I mnr
botlonr lilc threaded throueh the lose\l scb
bing. We ticd the rop oll rc ncl ro a,l lone
thjck'walled (3 nnn) alu inum pole which
w s gnled wrth 5 nrrn a)lon ropes tied lo
I ln x 20 nm sLccl prper drivcn inro rhe
grouDd. By sfetching the ner rishr cDough $e
qcrc able Io keep thc sne in rlte middle high
enoogh so fte bouom cdgc oltbe ncl clcded
the $alcr. The botlom linc $ils stretchcdtieht
and tted 1o lhc base of the tolcs. The end re-
sull js r 3ianl onc shclfnist rer.

wc first hied rhc n€t over thc Ekunra
Riler (lhc nonhern feedcr riverro lhe Etosha
Pan) bctw.e! 19h00-21h00 on 23 April
1998.'lhc rive. $a! aboul 0.6 .r deep rnd
.l{) lir acroi\ so se onl} uscd u ponion ot thc
nct. ler$ing rh. rcsr coiled up al rhe base ol
onc pole. Afler dark \c crught four L.sser
und onc Gre^Ier Flinrinlo lnd o.e Capc lcal
,4rlr.dp.rrr. The ncxl nxnni'rg we lound
on€ Crcltcr Flamingo in lhc ner bul (andine
on the.ivcrbotronr. Rob wns concerncd ftrl
the els miSht break lhe bi s legs ornecks
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Table 1. l/eas!rernenls of creater Flam ngos caplured in Narnibia.
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Fing Weight WinE Culmen
(s) (mm) (mm)
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l

|]2
l2l
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\22
t2l

28'1

255
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': These bitrlr w.rc nol.!ughr $itlr di. gill.el

butdre imt,ld is cushioned by lhe sizc ofrhe
net. We did, howcvcr. catch bnds with legs
llrcldy broken hy \holgunpellets. The mooD
did nor risc until ea.ll in thc nronring. Wc
infomed Rob ofour success bur he wanred
to know if the lccbniqne wouLd work ln an
open situalion Likc Walvis Bay or Sandwich
Harbour. He inlj|cd us toloi. him at Sand
wich Harbour on 2 Novembe..

Belbre Novembcr I renmed ro America
and ofdered am'rhcr kod net bul witlr special
modificatio.s lorfllmingos. The ner{,as the
same lenSth bui I o ercd it:1nr deep with
l5 cm sqMre nesh and I did not dye ftc nct.
Wc sct up the net overa sDrall ridal inlermd
waitcd tor bifds Io fly in. Dufjn8 the da) the
birds would flv up to thc net and veer oler
thener altefseeing ii. The moon \!asfulllhar
nighl and I checked thc nct every 3 hou6.
FinalLy at 0:1h30. near high tide. one inmn-
llre Lesscr flamineo wrs in lhc net. I woke
Rob by lelting lhc bird nibble on his nose ro
provc my stccers. wc dlso catrghl a cudew
sandpiper Cdlt.l, tr/err 

"sr,ed. 
Occ!sioDallr

when I a{,oke to check lhe nct 1 could lee
tlan'ingos flyiI8 trp and dowr the i.let but
when the] *s, the ler they veered away iiom
it. The nerl nighr {,c catrght only an Avocet
Ileturrtnlrta arosettd rild a Whilefronrcd
Pb\ct ChandriLs nirSindlrr. The calturc
ol thc sandpiper and pLovcr was surtrising
considcrine tbe size of rc me\hl

SLowly I was beginning |o get an idea of
the conditions which I needed Lo utilize lhe
nel succcssiully. We.eeded a drfk night
('rew noon) with an incoming tidc. We de,
cjded to havc aother rry near the ncxt new
moo.. On l9 Novcmber, tln ee dals ailcr the
new nroonj we s.t up lhe met at the Wllvis
Bry saltworks. AtLhcfirst dchydration pond
thousands of Lesscr FlaminSos feed and
Lhousrnds of Greatcr Fldmirgos roosr during
the high ride! whcn thcy are pushed off Wdl
vis Bay. We had dlcd thc Dct brown in thc
intcrin. We sel trp 2 nets. one parallelto and
on lhe $dtcr's edge ard rhe othcr on top of
the pond dilc neaf where the walcrwasbeing
putnped into the pond. The ncts were out
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Table 2. [,4easuremenis of Lesser Flam ngos frorn Nam ba.
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Ring
(s,

856675

2100

20110

12.10

:l:15

ill
105

150
:155

295

2,1i

221

iiotn 19h00 21h00 and we caught 2 crcalcr
Flanringo a oDg sjth Swift Teflr .l/2,,a
,.ryii, Kelp Gull la, as .Lninitdnrs. H^tt
laob s Gull Ldtus hattluaiii, Calc Tcal.
Avocer ard Arctic Tern .tr.n1u p4radisaea.
The next night wrs r disaster with rhe firsl
two birds. a Gfeater Flamingo a.d Swilr
Tern, both killed by a Blackbacked Jackdl
CariMr{,ronelas bciorc we could gel lo lhc
nct- Tbe rest ofrhe night Nls spent chasing
off rhc jackals and we en(led up carchile a
Hafilaub's Cull, an African Black Oyster
carcher Haenalotus noqeirt. aD Eistenr
While Pelican Pel..anrJ , rot totalus 

^NJ ^
.iackai who was busy chewing up the nct onc
metrc awaY lron lhe pelican.

My next a(eDrpl was on I I Augxst 1999
during the new moon bur with a high tide al
15h29 so night wouid fall lhile thc tide was
lhlling. Tdid,iowcvcr, add a new twrsl to lhc
setting ofthe nct. Wc placed the net about 50
m out in ilre water. whc.c it wrs about 0,5 m
dccp. to discou.dge jdckals. I ilso placed 6
lifc sized plastic la$n flamingos ('Real-
mingo'M Urion Producls lnc., Leo,ninster
MA 01453. USA) near the cenler ofthc nct.
Tbe hope w$ tlui flamin8os flying ro roosl
at the salt pan would fly low I 2 m abole rhe
mud flats then rise up to cled the pond dike
xnd drop back loq rgain rDd try ro land
whcre tbey saw other flamingos (our decoys).
ThelirstDi8ht we were still scttiDg up the net
as thc |irst bird! cane in ard our catch was

n'l. On 12 AuSUst we caughr onc Lesser
Flamir8o. fi!e crcltc. flamingo and fivc
Gteenshanks T t i nr d n t bu kr- ia.

Checkirg drc noon a.d tidc cycles I de-
cided rhat lhc Dext 3ood liDrc (ncw moon.
hieh ride 20h47) to rest all ny thcorics was
29 Nove ber. Aeain I set a singlc ner with
dre de.o! flamirSos ard bctwcen 19h0{)
00h10 we caught two Lesler Flamingo. ten
Itartirub s Gulls, Lhfce Bafiailed Godwits
Linbsd ldt4DniLa, ai. S\ ilt Teri. and onc
Avocet. Ihe nextnighl wc caughrfi!eI-csrcr
Flanrirgo.lour Greater I.lam ingo. one Blact
Oyslercrlchcr. one Barrailcd Godwil. onc
Avocer, thcc Black Terns ahlidonid\ ni!o
and 24 Hartlaub s Gulls. Wc had planned lo
cail it an eady night and checkcd thc ner fol
thc lasl time at 2th00 bur ir was full ofeulls,
erc. so wc worked unlil02hl0.

Ir conclusion, atter nuch trial rnd etror,
thctechnique worked on nine cvcDrnes toral
lirg 53 hours Lo catch ll Lelser ald 14
Orcrter l're-flline llamingosr providcd thar
lhc moon rs sel orncw. the tide! lrc ircom
rng lo tor.e the bi s lo their foosts, thc ncr
rs plnced ovcr the water and set up before
dark and decoys de used.

The net cosls US$:l(X) lvithouL dDy ship
ping charye\ so thc pfice nright bc r bir hiSh
ibr the casualriigcr. When oftlerilg ncts. if
you plan on u\ing :1m hiSh net poles. o cr
a ncl !+ 

'n 
deep. Thc nature of the monoliLr

menl slrands causes drc netting to curL.cspc
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Fig. 1. Plastic llamingo decoys. (Holder is Gunther Fri€derich.)

2001

ciall) if ir is stuttcd i ror! sack forlrans0or
|ation. and the $orkiig dcpft sillbc aboul

I purch{sed a ncl lbf R Simnroirs blt he
did nolLry ir urderallrhc cxlears listedlbove
(no moon. no tides ar Sua Pan). crupht no
birds and dcclared ir loo big and u||wieldy.
llc is conlinccd rhar Lhc lbot nooscs e lhc
besr Drcdrod. Wc afe going lo ha!c a conlesl
on l.l 15 Novembcr200l lo sce whocat.bes
lhernost tlnrni Sosat lvalris BalerchusinS
our o$'n lechrliqucs (but lhc tides arc not in

y falor dren unril {)2h241).
I Nould likero lhank L.Y. Onro rc, D. rrd

L. Pet.6on, R. Simnrors, W D Ver\feld. K.
wean'c. B. Nebe- S. Danl!. M. Boonnan. S.
Rue- G. nd T. F.iederich rbr hclp io \erling
up nels, rinljng bi s dnd keeping the fi.cs
warm I :r mosl gmlcful to Don Iearher
nonc. presi(lcnt of tJnion Products trc. tbr
sellins me dcosrtbe 7 plaslic RealmingorN'
llaningos we u\cd as decoy\.
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Less€r Flamingo ringing programme: appeal tor information

A long lcrlrr ringing programmc fbr I.esscr Flnmineos ha! bccD ftred by Lcicencr UDiver
sity.Thc Wildlbwl& Wellards TNst, and the NarionalM$cuns olKeirya, supponcd by the
Eanh*.atch lnstirutc.at Lake Bo8oria Narional Reseb-'c. Kenya. underrhe auspiccs ot Willian
Kimosop. Warden.-lhc primary purpo$s of the pmgramme are lo collect upro'dare hiomci-
ficson thc spccies anlllosludy lhci rrigraro.y pAnems. Todrte..l7 birds have had metaLrines
placed on rhcir fighr lcgs l|'id largc ofmge Dlllvic (tiastic) fing\ on rhcir left legs, both abovc

lllou obscne a bird w'tb the\o rings. plcrsc noliry rhc Orniftolirgy Depdtmont. NMK.
P() Box 40658, Nrircbi, Kcnyr (ernail: kbirds(if tiicaonlinrr.co.ke). I f you find rdc8d Lesser
Flrmingo wilh these rjrgs. please rcnd the ring number and lilding inlormrtron 10 rhe san]e

--.,,,,,,,,,,i !"i ;iii",,i "i!,iii
Ndlrhi. Ken\d


