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adults when originally ringed in 1987. This
means that they must then have all been in
their sccond year of lile (at least) and cer-
tainly not less than 15 months old (the age at
which lorest passerines such as these com-
plete their first full moult). Not one of these
seven individuals was therefore less than 14
years of age when retrapped.

It is noteworthy that the number of 1987-
ringed birds of each species at risk of retrap
in Minziro Forest was comparatively small
(Table 1). The statistical probability of recap-
ture of even one bird after a lapse of 13 years
from such small sample of ringed individuals
would be inlinitesimal if the relevant species
werce not naturally long-lived. In Britain, for
example, it was necessary Lo ring 777 074
Greal Tits Parus majer before an individual
of similar age (13.9 years) was recovered
(Mead & Clark 1991). These Minziro retraps.
in addition to establishing new longevities for
six species, further supplement the growing
body of evidence for superior survival rates
in many African passerines (Peach er al.
2001).

Acknowledgements

We wish to record our appreciation lor finan-
cial and logistical support provided by the
Cross Border Biodiversity Programme and
particularly to the Programme Officer in
Bukoba District, Ms. Goody Pamba. The

2001

success of the survey was in no small mecas-
ure due 1o the combined efforts of the full and
part-time members of the survey tcam and we
thunk Marc Baker, Katie Boswell, Claire
Bowditch. Jairos Jumamosi, Njano Mbillinyi,
Lindy McBride, Richard Miller and Lauren
Persha Tor their assistance.

References

Baker, M. 2001. The avifauna of Minziro Forest
Reserve, Bukoba District, north west Tanzania.
UNDP-GEF East African Crossborders Bio-
diversiy Project consultancy report.

Baker, N.E. & Baker E.M. 1994, Dusky Long-
tailed Cuckoo Cercococevy mechow! and Papy-
rus Canary Serinus koliensis: two additons to
the Tanzania list. Scopus 18(2): 122,

Baker, N.E. & Hirsiund, P, 1987, Minziro Forest
Reserve: an omithological note including seven
additions to the Tanzanian list. Scopus 11:9-12.

Fry, C.H.. Keith, 8. & Urban, E.K. (eds). 1988.
The birds of Africa. Vol. 111, Academic Press:
London,

Keith, 5., Urban, E.K. & Fry, C.H. (eds). 1992,
The birds of Africa. Vol, 1V. Academic Press:
London.

Mead, C.). & Clark, J.A. 1991. Report on hird
ringing for Britain and Ireland for 1990, Ringing
Migr, 12 139-175.

Peach. W.]., Hanmer. D.B. & Oatley, T.B. 2001.
Do southern Atrican songbirds live longer than
their Curopean counterparts? Oikos 93; 235-
249,

Stop Press: Garden Warbler retrap in Tanzania'

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin K20936 was first ringed by Liz Baker on 12 January 1997. It
was controlled on 21 March 1999 and held captive during Max-Planck experiments until
releascd on 10 April 1999, Tt arrived back on Kifufu (our home on the edge of the lowland
forest. south-west Kilimanjaro) this morning 12 October 2001. Wintering site fidelity is of
course well known for many Palcarctic migrants but it’s always great fun to catch one’s own

birds again, especially twice!!
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