
Forest bird longevitles in NW Tanzanla

Liz Bakerl & Tetry Oarlef
'Tanzania Bird Atlas, PO Box 9601, Moshi, Tanzania

?Avian Demography Unit, UCT, Rondebosch 7701, South Ahica

lntroducuon

D(lrin8 Julr_ arr(lAugusr l{Xn. we undcn.rcl
! rurvey ol rhe birds of lhe MiDziro forerl
l0l 'l 15 S. 3 I '3OE ) as pai ol the h6t A frican
Crossborders Biodivcrsiry Projcct. lhc
Projcct dims lo rcdrcc biodivcriry loss ul
spclific cross-bordcr siles in Kcnya. USmda
1 (l llnzania. The loresrcd arur straddlcs rhe
no(hcrn boftlcfoi llnzanirnnd cxtends inn)
L.gnndr. whcrc ir is known as rhc Mul{bi-
g mbo bbresr. Minliro Forcst RescNe is 24
8,11 hr rn esrimared l9{)(nh.r isllos€d tor-
cn with rhe remaindcr being composed of
A<t.iu pol)d.anthd \oodland rnd |crsoD-
ally l-looded gmssland (Baker 2001,- The
rtifruna ofthii forcsr i\ domindred by lor-
land c'quarorial rain lorcst sp€cics of welr
Africrn affinity, many of which arc not
kroNn ro o(cltf elsesh€re in Tandia ( Bdler
& Hirslund l9tl7: Bakcr & Baker 199.1).

In l9tl,l, Ncil Bakcr aid Per liirslund
m dc i shon visit ro Minzim tbresr Rcrrvc
And !.ldedscvc slrccies loihell0zanirn Iin.
In l9il7, Ncilind Liz B crledrtermolS
ringcrs nnd obierveG lo tunher invesliSate
Ihc birds olthis poorly Inosn forcsl rcscNe
inliciprr;rE rhl|l rrrcrcxddirions lonr lnnz.-
nir list would be lound tficrc- Th; p(,tcd to
lr€ lhc cnse, rnd I ,1 more spccie\ scre addcd.
mo\r of shich w.rc crprurcd in mist ncrs
(Bal.r utlpubl.). A rorrl of.1l7 birds of 67
specics *ere rineed in a nel line mairraincd
for lSdr!,s. A rhirderpcdition in Nolen'bcr-
Decenbcr 1993 to a ditfercnr part of rhc
Ibresr {rpproximarcly .l knl Lronr lhe l9tt7
sne) rine€d a tudher lu4 birds of5l rpecics.

Thc purposc of $c.,uly 2u({) suftey *as
to updatc rhe orniihological inventor), lo
chcck tor thc prcscnce of specics knosn ro
oceur on lhc Lrgandan sidc otlhc bordcrbur
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hirhcrro unrecordcd trom lanzrniA. and
hopctully lo rcrap some inditidualr ringed in
Ii)87. Allrhrcc ohjectives werc achicvcd and
this nolc servcstopluccon record lhe rct.aps

M€thods and survey period

A ncrline of250 rn *as set up dong the e)(-
lcl sdme lbolprth uscd ir lhe 1987 survey.
Nets rcnrained in lositiolr from iniliul crec-
tion on l-l-25 July to noon on 3 Augusl. A
ftrnher l8 nr ofncts werc crected on 2? July
nnd re'naincd in place unril S August.lr)wcr
ihclves of nets wcre lincd rt dusk (hi8h
cnough to allow Rushbucl lrat./d2l,ar
r./rfrlr ro walk undcrnearh) dnd dropp€d
rgain !t da$n. :,!o birdr sere ! ughl in ibe
open upp€rshches htwcen dusk ud drwn.
nnd thc only no(lumal cnpturc was a einSl€
brt.caulht jusr bcloEdawn. Na;obiaddrcss
rings supplied hy the East Atiic NAlural
Hi(ory Sociery scrc used in ll thrce sur-

Results and dlscussion
A to|alol 16l birds of58 spmies wereclught
nnd ringcd. An rdditiondl seven birds ofsix
st€cics beAring fings lrom fte l9lt7 survey
w€re .clrdpped: ftc elapscd times cxceed lon-
gcvny rccords published by Fry trdl. (1988)
and Keirh.rdl. (1992) Ior fivc ofthc six 3pc-

cics (Trblc l). No b;ds sere caughl frum thc
| 991 sutuoy. The rclnp dales *cre rdndomly
disrribul€d hmugh thc survey pcriod and il is
improbablc thar all thc I9lt?-ring€d individu-
als srill ilive in July-Augurt 2000 were
rcrrapped. Had lhe nctting period becn ex-
rendcd hy dals or *'ccks. itis likcly lhal pm-
ponioDately more rekps would have co e

All ol tlte rctrapped birds wcre agcd ls



Tablel. Birds ringed nMinzroForestinJuyl9STandretrappedinJLrly August 2000. Previous ongevites are those pulrlslred
ln B rds ot Alrica Vo s 3 & 4 (Fry el a/. 1988 and Keilh ei al 1992).
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camcroon sorbre cF.nbul
Antt.tdtius .uttnofi^

Bing
nngrng IE'

1987 & 2000

Elapsed Number Previous
lime ringed in longevily

1987 & 2000

l.1l& 16.3 llvomlld 6&l 3Y

:ll9 & 1.10 l:lvonl:ld 1.1&11 8Y

285&:il llronrlid l0&7 7!9.,

lr(r&150 llyoin2od l2& ll l9)_ 6nr

l8.l &,105 llj_oml3d 17& ll l0)

16.0 & 3! 0 l3l0nr22d 11&ll l(lr-

2?.0 & 28 5 l3]0nrl9d .1:&7 l)lr

rA. rddllionxl l2 um:!igi.d (to s!cci.s) llladopsis intliriduxls $ere nnged 1987
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adulls *hen origrnnll\ .in-qed in li)87- This
nreais rlrr rhcv nrust thcn havc All bccn in
theif ;ccord lcar oi lili (rt citlit) x.d ccr-
trirly nol l.!s lhan l5 ironths ol(t(the agc rr
$trich lhast f.\!erines such xs tb.se .om-
plctc rheir firsr full nrouhj. -\ol or)e olftese
se\ei indi!idurls $r\ rheretorc 1e!\ thdn l.+
yers 0l lgc \rhcn rertuPpcd.

It ls notcrvoflh! that lhc nunbcr of 1987-
nnecd btrds ofelch species aI risl oI rctrup
in Mirr/iro Fo.e\t sirs .omparcr iv.l,y snall
lTrblL' I). Thc starjsli0rl p.obrbilill olrecap-
turc ofcven {)nc bi'(ldftcr a laptc of l3 yerN
trom srch snrxll sr Fleof|ingcd irrdi!iduils
would lR inlinire!im 1 iflhc relevdnr specic5
\!crc nol nalu.all! long livcd. ln Brirai.. for
e\,rnlple. ir was reccssar) lo.ing 177 07.1
Grerl fits Pdrri,r/lr, betbrc rn i di!idux
ot sifrilirf age I1.r.9 )caN) $rs feco!cred
{ Mead & Cla.k I 991 i. Thcse ivlinzrro rerraps.

'n 
rddirior to e\(rbliriiin8 nes knrge!iliesfbr

lix specics. il[hcr supt]cnenl lhc grosing
hody ofe!ldcnce tur superlor strvivrl mres
in n'any Aliicrn trsscrine! (Pench 

"r,l2001).
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