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Rcsearchcr on occarion britrg wild caughl
bifds inro the aborArqy ro be used if vrriolt
rlrdres. Sonre ol rhese nudies mry bc noo-
invrsive (Do$ns 2OO0i Syn)er & Do{'ns
200liDowns & tlrookes in p.cp.) u rilc
otheA rLrc invasiv€ techniqucs to ei(tmii!
vnriour {5pec$ ol hid phy\iology ( Duwns &
Brown n' pre*). Once lhc reserrcf is coni
p cLcd, bi s aru cither rcleo\cd or .ulh.i

Eulh{nrsia hr: bccn rcc'gnkd as drau
inf more aDd nrorc pub ic rnenrion. lnd
should onl) bc u\Rd as a h\r.ltlrrati\!
(Bealer (r d/ lU)l). R.lL.^si!rg rhe birds
rhc sire ofcapture is obviousll rh. prcfurred
oprlo. bur ver) lirde dara e\i\15 on rho 1uc

eoss ot rhose rclcnsei and rh. inre-!rxlion or'
lhcse birds bacl inro rllc nrru,al populiti(nN
lrom qhcrc rhey cir r.

Othef lroblefr|i $irh rolearinf capri!c
held birds ir(lude Ihupossihilit) otintrodu(
in8 disc{scs inlo *iklpopul ions. rcrrilori-
rlry di5putes. rimin! oircle$e $irh rcsl)ccl
10 the locrlmrvcmcnr fruc rs olAre it)ccic\.

to lr\rilabiliry. and othea.
I.otz & L;ndcrhll (1998) rccor.led.rsi'rglc

rccxlnurc ol a L.ss. Ibublecollarcd Sonbird
rr, ri,,tr.r.rahr.a held in crpriviry lbr a
yctLr. Thc biid wa\ rccnptlrcd 3 moDths latcf
anll hrd n.!cll.d a distmce of 15 k . Thof
!\ erc uncerlrin as ro rhc exacr caplurc sitc ol'
crch of rhel:l bi(h relcrs.d. so rllbirls werc
rolcA\cd rr a \ingle silc. lheir rcco ir sig.
nilielot r! it seems ro be lhc firsr rcpoa ofr
l borrk,D h!.ld bird succcsslulh being re-
le!\cd ir South Aliicr

O\cr rh. cou.$ of the lasr \c\.cn )eiF.
!rri,'us species oI hirds hrlc been b'oughr
inro th. Aninr.rl Hou\c rr rhe SchmlofBot,
rn) lnd Zooldey. tliircrsil! of \alrl. All
biftls lile beun houscd under pcnnil ot lle
Kwazulu-\:rrrl wikllifc Se.!iccs. All e\,
pcrinrenr{l prorcoh serc af,proyed bf lhe
Aninral Erhicr (trb conrmiLlec oilhc Uni!cr-

IJcrseen l)ccenrbcr t99l rnd Junc 1996.
!utiou\ specjcs of Sunbirds (Mrkrchitcs N?(,
r,r'l/x? lirrrJd. Whrlebollicd l\l lt rdtntu ktu-

Tablel. De.dr s or .e \ g-t ,rgs ol aoo'alo y ro-seo bads rereaseo baci Inro th€ wJo

Ring Spscies Oste

iT*, _ rrnsed

C\'067,-5 Gunr-)\ Suearbinl ll S.p lell
.1407125 Sp(klcd Vousclirl ll Itlr! l9q7
C:\0j9l6 Callc \hrd e)€ :l ,\(g lr(r)
C,A059l: CrF \lhni rlc ]5 Aug lux)
OA059il CaF Whit<tc Il l\ug luro
CA059l7 Capc Nhn..rc :r r\ug 20011
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C]\05tll Crp€ Wl,ie ey! :,1 AtrC l(Xf)
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,slshlr3 lap8ed Cr)_

I [lal., 1995 0] ?m:0d
25 Od t99? 0r" 5n ld 2

lS Dec:lxn 0y:in l6d l.l5
:7 Dd l0(x) 0) Jr, 3rl 0
I I NoY 20lxr 0! :rr l8d 0
Lr s.p lr](xr 0! 0D llltl 0
ll S.p l{XU lJ! lrd l9rl
llsep lrx)o vr" 0m 29d 0
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ktla, tslack N edttl na dn. t lr/nra), and GuF
ney s Sugn,birds /'r?r?.rr?r trrrdi were
utilised i. e\pcriDe,rrs cxanriDing Urc Dccru
prcltfences ol $ulheni Anic,rn Sunbirds
(Dosrs ltl!)7t Dos.r li)(10: Mb.rthr &
Dorvns in prer!) I. $Lal, l3 sunbn{s and 2
sugarbdds !ve.e relersed alief being heklio
up locighl nronrlN. Twenly one BronTe Nfnlr'
\ins Sl)4, t. : 1. s t t I k I I t11 uJ \!ere'rlersed n'

Mat 1995 aicrbcine held lbfalew months.
Ii 1997 Dinc Spccklcd Nlousebifds aili,r
tr,i,/rr *eijrclcascd allcrbcnrg hcld lbrsir
mon s i. n lludy oI fiuil sirc prcfcfence,
it.dirg nrethod. ener!\ illakc dnl haDdling
limc (Stnres & Do$r\ 2001). During thc
summer of 1999/l(100. !ix malc Maldchire
Sunbirds weE housed in a slud! of thcrnd
bjolos]. M[i lranrn]IIer were surgically
inse(eilrnd lrtefrcmoved (Down! & Btu*n
in ptss: Do$nr ln prcst. During 20txl. ?0
Clape WhiIe e!e\ Zojr., rt,r pdl/n/r/s $crc
houscd tof a (ud)' ol lood p,€fercDcc. digcs
ljvc cfficicncy and handlirg times (Do$ns &

All birds were feleaied,,nosll) al lhcir
capturc sitc. upon comfletion ofdre studics.
Six ot the Capc While eres $ere colou.
nnSed upon rclcasc 

'n 
ordcr to tacilitale

sjghri'rgs at the relearc sirc. tiieht birds of
!drious specle! were rcsightcd aDd/or recov
crcd rtlcr rclea\e (Table l)

Thc fi|n record of a rclensed bird's suc
ceis was Gunre) s Sugarbird C1V06775
which $as rcsightcd over 7 mondN ailer rc
lease al the silc ofrclcasc. This bird had bee.
held in crpri!jt) lor E rnonrhs and I drt. The
bird Nas sccn ar the siteofrelelse and s'$ in
good hcallh. Speckled NloDlebiri.1A07225
sa!n:lcascd 2 kn N\rry lion dre site olcrp
rurc, )cr was recovoed ln the )ad rc\t door
lo the sitc ofcrplurc5 nonths xid I da) lflcr
relerse. The mosl i c.csting re.o!er! !) fal
( rhar of Cafe Whlle-cle CA{15926 which
sas rclcrscd lhe sile of capturc Ln Pictcf
nlarilzbure. Thlshird was recolered3 nonths
arrd 26 da)s lrtef in Ladysmilh- a diract djs
rafce of 135 km. This is to deLe thc ird Jlr
lhesl mo!cmert fccorded foi lhe spcci.s
(SAFRINC).

A lolalolTl birds ol eiEhl slccics havc
bee. relerlcd$ncc 199:1. Olthese. l1% have
so lar been sighrcd or rccorcfed. The mo.i
Iornrg ot two \ire\ * rcre cight Capc White
cycs wcrc released I le kled rcsightings on six
oflhcse birds, ranging f.oDi 20 days rc ovef
:l Dronths. We ieellhis ver) lrighlrcrccnrNgc.
riong $ilh the e\cellent condition ofmost of
thc birds.tusrilies rhe release olbi{s utiliscd
,. laboralorr cxpcrjmenls. We recoi'nrcnd
n'ore rcscarchcrs relexse birds $hen sLudie!
xrc.o plcle. and suggcsr that sunre sofl of
iollow rf i! nccdcd to assess dre re'inte-
gfutlon ol rlrelc bjrds into the naruml popu,
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