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Most parol species do nol lcnd thcmscllcs
easily, or indced painle$ly, ro bird fnrgDe.
Lovebirds, howeler, by virluc ot lhcir rcld
rively lnall size. depcDdcncc on $'alcr ind
lafgely tcrestrial foraging habi6 arc sr, e-
what sofrcr targcrs so sol in facr thrr .o.e
of us havc . lasling scar lo slr(\! nn the e\-
pcricnccl Fes lovcbirds have pre!lousl.'
bccn caught wirh the inrention of collecting
rlnging record\, and dre curenl SA|RINC
dalabase is almost vojd ol an) Iovcbird

ln 1998 1 began lwo lnd a half )cart oi
lield$ork in sonth wcsl Zdmbir rcsearhiit
thc basic ccoloBl of thc lJldclcheeked f.o!e-
bird,,l8airdrir rts/tserir. cof linring lhc
sratus lnd distribulion $ork ofTnn Dodnan
and leanr (Osrrich 7l:228 23:1). Ti'n hxs the
horour ofbeing the fi6t person Io rnrg Bhck
cheeked Lovebirds. catching scvcn bnds
berween l(tl1l94 and 0l/12/9.1.

Zambian ringcr Pctc Leonard and K!tc
Knoi kindly intcrulrcd thcir holida) in thc
Nanzhila rcgion oI Kafue \arional Park to
a!\isr lirh thc inilial ri.gi.g ponlon of my
slud). on rhc nfle.noon ol the 2.1/10/91i we
erecred nets around a pool with r totrl cir
cumference of 64 mclrcs. Thc pool was 22i
mclrcs from the lovc|ird's dsscmbly lrce, r
rall At dt iu polldt anthd - ard l5 rnelres iron
thcir prc drinking perching rrees. Prjor 1o

this. my field rssislant, Debbie Srry and I hnd
carelull) obscrved various lovebnd pretetred
drinkirg sites ro get a clear idea ol arival
pattefns (tining rnd dircctjon). pcrchjng
positions (assembly trcc ard prc{rnrknrs).
drDkins spol pfcfcrcDccs, sizc oI lo!cbird
llocks and utilis|rjon of llrc lrool by orhcr
spccics (rhc largc furics ard huge fic'ct! ol
Rcdbillcd Quelca O!e/.d {r.l(u were ben
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avoidcdl) Octrtcr is known as rhe suicidc
moDlh nr lhc Zambczi Valley lbf good rca
$r.ll s vcrr hot and dry.lbrcinS xrcfcasing
nuhbc,\ ol loycbirds Lo lock Io lhc hsl rc

alnirg pools oI surtlcc $rlcr.
The r i.g of lovcbird lrrivrLs to rhc

asien'bl) lrec. Llbl drilk anLldcparLurc liom
lhe a.ea rver'e rcmr*rbl) coDslanr and lrc
dictable. allowing !s 1,) \e1 rLt thc nelr and \it
back to rwait the fifsl lovebi.d arirxls on
cu..Oncolourn lorproblcmsv^sl|yingto
preleirl lhc quclca lrom gcltngcdughl in lhc
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Teble 1. Measuremenls of Black-cheeked
Lovebird (includes dala of T m Dodman's
ream).

On.c in thc net. rhc (l.l) loveb'rd; re-
raincdqui.t, !llhough lhey rcrcechcd loudly

whilc heins exrftcrcd. Oftef \pecir\ cauShr
includedj Lilacbrersrcd Rol cr (&r?ir i.?s
.d/./rrr?). Soulhcrn Grcyheadcd Sprrrow
l Palr.r.iitiivn ), Conrnon w bill(/,rti/i/.r
./.r, i//). Bluc Wrxbill (alkk gi ntltr | .rt gr-
/(lrj/1). Redbilled Fircfinch (Lrt.,/$n a
r(ncg//rr. Yrllo$e)cd Can.ry (,!.firrr
,r,.d,rl,x?r), Crearer Blue-cared Starlins
(1.(mprototiis chdllhdeu J). Capc Turtle
Dovc \S n-?pt upe I ia rupi.dfa). Bl{ckeycd
Brlbll \P,"ritototus hut hdfirr) lnd Redbilled
Queler. As soon a! rhc ners we.c closcd the

Drcvious cve ines capti!es wcre rcl€arcd.
A d lle* strdghl intorhcassembly lrcc whcre
rhe rcst ofthe lofcbi.ds had relrEarcd to dnd
werc crlling noi\ily iiom. ln fbllow"up visirs
scvehl dar.'s la|er thc samc number ol lovc'
birds $cfe slill usine tlre pool.

On 04/l l/913, in the conlpiny ol rin8er
l.{uren Calson. thrcc nets *cre \cr up rt the
srmc Fol. Uofortunalcly thi\rim€ rh€dencc-
tion or l.rBe flocks of quelea nnd wrxbillr
w.r nor so successrul. and disrurbed rhe
rtrpruchins lovcbnds.lbe Inajorily of whonl
cireLlited lhc pool. nnd only onc sa\ crughr.
By 07/ll/98 fie rains had sulficienlly sel in
lo fill the plns in th€ Mop ne woodknd!
rllos ing the love$d\ to dispcrse oler a wide

With hindsight rhe oprinun ringirg timc
would hrve h€cn lion lhe hesinning ofScp
rembcr rhrouSh Octobcr. Although predict

^blc 
lolcbird flmks $cre oblcrved !r pans

fRrm midJuly onFards. C overhp rings
weru suDplicd by tbeZambian Omithological
Socicry wilh rhc recovcr,! address bcing
Li!ingsrone l,luseum- | pcrsonally tbel rhat il
is highly unli\ely ftat lovcbnds can tx ner-
rcd awrf from drinking silcs. alrhouSh the
use ot decoy hirds. or pcrhapi sound
rccording might lure rhe birds rnlo I specilic
arca. Ir maf rlso bc possiblc lo rrap hirds
during rhe crop-ripcning r'f millel and lor
fh nr. aithou8h rhe use oi n'jrs in honr of
l((ul vilhger! would bc a hiShly foolish !!t
irr lcl1ns ot 1o!cbird conscrvnlion.

Mosr lovebirds show!'d somc body moult,
rnd a tes had moulrcd rail colerls. Thc
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ncrs hclbre Lhc lolcbi.ds. Prior ro drinln'I
lhc quelct! assenrlte iI the bushe\.loic to rhc
pool and go down lo lhe *'ater belorc the
lovcbids. OLn qLreleadelleclion rlrate{y wAs
to hale Pcrcjump olr fto und€rone otthe
bu'hcsjun belbrc ihe quelea trenr down to
drink to lemporlrily scarc thc nsay.

C)nourtitlta(cm $ccaught 6 lovehnds
.tnd 14 morc lhe iouo$ ing nDrnxrg As !c
oxtmdcd dte birdr lhc nets $recl6edgiven
the slilhrly lengrh! cxhclion and pr(tessin8
tirrles. Some lovebirds mamged loavoid lhc
nctr by llying ov€r lhetn and landinS insldc
rheedScsofrhc pool.The birds ncrrcd on our
firsr rrrcn)pr wcre kcpt ovcmight As lhcir
f[E}i-n!rcs di\rppearcd to lheir roosl-sires
roon atier drinLing. Thc crtr red birds rc-
lnoincd quict and setl cd. Thc fo lowirg
monring prior to rhc fi.sr loyebird arrilal at

05h4tl the ncls wcre unfurled and Pelc
crrwlcd undcr fiequcle3 bush. lheprcvious
cveniogs caplives $crc h(ne in the \hade of
rh€ asscmhly lrce. lo be relcased once rhc nelt
h:rd hccn €mpti€d lo avoid recapturc- By
05h51 ,17 lovebirds had been couDtcd fl!ing
inlo thc nssembly lrcc. As morc lolebi.ds
ncw in.lhe caprile birds rlarted to respond
by reru.nirg cnlls. I *'ondercd whcther lhey
.ecognlrcd individualc{lls of ri!ins flock-
nratcs a1 rhcy had remained silenr until rhis

loi|tl. Al06hl:1lhc fi.st lovebi.ds wcntdown
to drink. A te* birds wcfe ncttell inrnrcdi-
arely although { largc number bounced
sffrilhr orr ol the ncK. Thc majorny conlii-
ucd trying to reach lhc wflcr. wilh rft* cven
pcrching on lho 3!y rop€s:
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Juv-.nie B ackcheeked Lovebifd.

majoityoftails displayed sone lbmr olabra-
soD. a leaturc geneElly exlected in ca!ity
roosLc$.Iris colourarged tiom pale.o darl
brown. Juvcnile bifds have r dark ifls,
although all birds caugLt $crc prcsumed to
be at leasl seven rnonth! old. McasuraDrcnts
were taker (Tablc l. includc! Dodnandrra).
Other measurenre.rs 1aken, bur nor shown
here, includei larlus widrh, beak (ccrc rip),
hind claw. colour definition on head aDd
nape . d signs of sexual activily.

Bel$een February and Aprjl 2000Ihe
lovebirds were obscrvcd brccding ud Ufst
rccords of breeding beha!iour in rhe wild
we.e collected. During rhir penod my ficld
!ssistants were Datryl Birch a.d Frankic
llobro liom the Maurhius Wild iie Founda
1ion, who broughl invaluableexperie..e lronr
the Echo Plrakeet projecl $ith drem Al'
though 78 nests wcrc lound. and 6.l cliDrbed
trp to cavily hcighr, oDly 5 Dc\rs had hrg.
enough cavity ent.ances allowine human
lccess lo the nest!. Eighteen chlck\ rcrc
bncfly renoved and measured. photog.aphcd
and blood sampled. Seven of lhe largcr
chicks (lovebirds are asynchronou!) wcrc
ringcd. Wbile re-neasuring the one clutch

|vc days hier, it wa\ noticcd lhat drc legare.
araund the rlnS lookcd siighLl) red. The fing
$'!s problblr'exe.tin! \omc prcssure on the
La.sus lrcclhcchick wr! nracti!c iD thc nest.
We.en'ovcd !U but one ring (lhal chick sub
scquently iLedgcd).1$ould therefore likc rn
suSSest that ings rrc not fified onlo un
fledged lo!ebir'ds. dlrhough thi\ is standiril
p.rctice with caplivc birds. The chick\ did
lot appear slressed by lhchandling, and adult
birds rcsumed pa.e.lnl dutics almosl inme
dialel),. Wc did howele. leel thar alrcf rhe
second handlug the oldef.ear fledgcd
chicks were lels rclaxcd, and world likc llr
fcconrnre.d that in futur. proie.ts lovebj.d
chicks rre onll rcmorcd iion the nesr lo.
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