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l\lar.h ro May a.e lhc main n,onlh\ $]icD
Prlae.rclic migmnrs ro lrovlng nofth oll of
Afric. xrl(lback to lhcir brc.dlf! grurrds i.
Asia rnd F.urope. As lhosc Droving up rhe
caslcrn side ol -lhica reach the norlhem
corsrlmc, ma.y molc eo\rsardslo p0\sDoih
dr(rgh Lhc \4iddlc ljrist in o cf ro rloid
crossi.g lh. -\4.diLerruncd Se. 'lhis is par
ticuladr" lruc lbr rhe lrrgcr birds such as
rrlrors. srorkr dDd pelicans. bul larlc dum
bcrs ot pAssenncs $d sin!llcr non-p$sefine!
rl50 prss long rhis rorre follovlr! lhc norlh-
em mo\t nretch ot tlrc aircar Rih Vallel
$h;chc\tend\ frcn Vo/dmbique all lhc sa!
ro l-ebrnon rnd Syrir acLiirg rs r i rncl lbr
!rlgranri nrov'ng n'lo Asla.

A lanilulad] atrft!ri!c fexlur. olrhi! \cc
rion of rhc Riti for lhcnr is lhal urlikc lhe
\utroLrn ing arer\ of rhe lviddlL- Ensr, it is
grecn. \|cll'vegelarcd 3n(1 rchrj!elI ecll
Nxrercl - cspecirlly iI the spring Hnljrrg
srid rhn. il is lar lcss $e11 $arcrcd tlan ir
once $as clcn r me.c l0 y.ars aso. Ihe tuaiD
ucaotfltsh$arcr Draali in Lebaron, ccnrred
rrouDd AAmniq, used L0 

'rrctch 
nni'c 20ktr

nonh lo soulh and fill ri.!hl across thc vrlle)
tloor for sont l0lm.

Today drai.aec forr.!.iculture 0long with
removal of wxLer lir irligarion hlt\ rcduced
rhe marsh in dre sprine ($hcn it ls rlmost at
ir's Iullesr) to a mcrc I lm north ro5outh and
3I kms casl wcst along lhc nrrin wrre.

chnnncl. ll1 iun'ncr dre niarsh is.educcd ro
only lwo dcep pools $4rjcl jusr m a{crore
ritin warcflhrough Lo \!he lherlins relunr in
rhc winrcr. A\ a.eruft. Ihis relari\elr rinv
sctland ircrilical for hrge.unbcrs olbirds
shich reL) on u tbf a stop'ovef sllc on migra
1ion. r norFbrccding/wjnlcrng silc. or r\ a

lr is here rh.l the A Rocha" Loblnon
proiecl isbased nnd shcte I $as in!ilcd to go
lbr r nnlnigfi t oiringiDg to I'elp rc huroh the
Lcba.!sc Rirgiig 5(herrie.rftef a gap ol

The rnaNh ir\elfcorsist! olarcrs ol opcn.
dccper trrrcr, lxrge su dre\ of /'rfd,(rrtfs
rccdb.d. xi \hallowef. iwNmpl arcus ofotd
lloodcd tieklr on enher si{lc. Thc rccdbed
lbnDcd the tocus of orr nrisl nenin! $irh r
lt$ single pdncls erecrcd on the licld\ lu
luks. pipilr llnd the ch ncc olin odd wader.

On mosl di)s 100 n ollull heighl nct was
pur up nr tbe rccds although on dre hrr Nd
lasr duls $e doubled thi\ whcn we hrd all
riDgers $orking togcthef. On the slopes olthe
nrouilails.iusr 1o lhc wcst olerlookiug rhe
nrarsh. \!c opetcled r lccond rin8io,.r sitc ir
vnDe nunrcd ork soolhnd rndrhicker rolry
lor a vuricty of specics nor lound iD lhe
nr Nh. Hcrc 156 m oflullheighr was erecrcd
bL't llre nunrbcrs ofbnds w:rs surTrisingl\ o$
rnd gileo rh0 diificuhy of t!orking the sircs
($c sbifred ro r iecond rirc in lfic second

r A R.(htt i\ d, tnt.ttnthndl(hti\tiun t.^(^atit), ot!(tri\dli.n int ah &1 it tltl.( ti<dl
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week hopnrg lor Do'e birds ) on I stcep slol)e.
we were rcwarded wirh ju\r 5 6 birds all
moming and on lhc last dav rhis *.!\ {ban-
doncd llnd $cconc'enrutcd on rtnaior'ba;h'

Scvcml tincs durinC rhe week $e had
lricd tonrp s(dllo*s coming in Io tuoll and
had v0ried succcs!. ftom just one bii(lon a

very wind) nighr- lo l.t8 on r calme. even-
ing.

Allogcthcf Fe tre.e €ighl ringc.s Colifl
BetLle Dnd ADdy Sprenger lrom orc A Rochn
Lebano team.livc volu leer irecrs froDl
Brirain. ard rnysclf lionr Ke'rla.

The nrai. aimolrhc lbrIn ghr sr\ rokick-
slnrt th€ Ringine Scireme qirh a bir of x
'bang by carching a smd numlr.. ot birds. k
Eas also ro help Colin {nd Andy as lhet rricd
our diffcrcnr neuing silcs lo gail an undcr-
sta'rdnrg s to lhe nunrbcrr ofbnds one Dighl
expect locarch duriig thc \pri'rs migration
how firon} ncts are itArible ro usc. the besl
nct ride(, and sh{t specie( mighr be ex-
pccted. As such, irwas anexcell.nl lortnight:
on 2 May lhc l-i6l bird ringed was a Eumsiarr
Rccd Warhlerd.,?.q)/ralrr i tpd.?rs wnh
rhcrine nunrber'LttsAN 8000001' thciirst
of a lddl ol l03.l birds rjnecd of 33 speciqi.

Over lhc next foflnighl. Eufrsian I{ecd
WlLrbLcr wrs by far the mosl conrnron ollhc
l3 specics caughl making up a Bood lirln ol
the calch- Other.omnron rpccics *e.e. as
one would crpecl othe. t ypiLal @dbed spe'
cics with Sedge Wa ter A. !hoerohd.tus
thc ncxt rnost comnrn (other rhan rhc Bam
S*tllow Hit un.la tusti&), follosed b) !n-
other vcry sjlr ilar specics, Moust^chedWa$-
ler A. ,'(lidopr.<r,, bul which hN rhe clexrl)
blact or dark leBs dd a rnoru rounded wing
fomlula. That ri6t day !!c llso caugh foo.
Creat Reed W^rbleN A. or4(rrlr.rs which
appArenll) wcre a liftle earlicr lho the ex-
pcclcd dAte rhoueh in dre e!e.t *c caueht
sonc dLmos evcry oay.

Fornrc.lhe \4olnachcd Warblef wa! onc
rb.r wc had searched tor in vrin $be l
worke(l and tmined as a rirScf tbr ftree lears
at the A R@ha bi.d obrcrlnrory in Ponugal
... rLs wrs savi s warhlcr L 6teud lu\i.
nnrid4r 0f which we caughl l4 ofboth ra.es

- rbstly rhc nonrin e hur also/rr.d. CcrtNtr)
slncics thar $ere !cb" liDr ilir. lo mc fo r rrl
Ponugucsc rinsinB dr}s ltere c{rghl in
inrrller nunrbcrs - Bhckbid. Tunlkti ttx-
t rk1, Cheltti.ll Ftltiuilla tttler\. C hlff0h |]
P h) llo& apus oll\$lt( ts|rckcaf tr^.r? ar, i
,!?i11,. a \ilgleitmzr c Srdnrian Wrrblcr5
,u/r,,(.?la1d. xrd the residcntCeLri \ WUF
blcrs C(r(.rti (ri!r:cd on tle fi6r (h! or
rwoand laterrcrnrpped nlo or thrce rir'c\).

Othe6 Ferc spccies Ii1\ccn mr)be oncc
in lhc hand such as Sported Cftlic Pdr:drd
/)rrfr,/. Eurasirn wrynecl J,"r\ kx ltrilla,
Bluckcarcd Whc lorir 0.runtlt! hist)utit d,
Le\lcr WhiteLhroll .t_\1|n, .rrrrra, and
Wood $arhler /'rr//,x.rprr ttrirl r:\. n d
ooe orlwo othe6 $ crc tolally ocw b nre il!
cludin8 Lilrle Cr.Lc /rrr':dtrd /)", r( rnd se!-
crul Eanenr Donelli \ Wrrb]Lt Ph\ll.!.tpks
r)fi.r/r//\. Thc cr tes *c ca!ehl ir a crrkc
lrrp design llirr wc hAd u\ed vcry efecrivc y
iI Poftuexl ard l'vc used i. Kcnlr to oip
Aliicrn Crakc C,(,.f..(rr(iz aDd (;reiler
Prinrcd Srape ltorrlrrx/., b.r!hdl.ntir lil
irlso sorks vcr,,- nicely lbr Shirpe \ l-ong-
cla$.ltd..,x!\ rr./4)1t in $iBdslrept nnr-
l^r'e Srasshnd h.bjlal9 ard serc anrazinA t.)

One ollhc best nlomcnls. h
we eere ncring rhe crd ofcleari g lhc nets
of $.lloss rtlhe seeond s{allo$ rr)(,st.
Wc d pur up n coutle ofncrs ir rhe cfcrin!
in the reeds rnd ph,-ed Ilxm Stlallo\ s(nrg
uDdcDearh ll uDd c ughl ! loral of I48 biftls
inclLd'rg hr i a dozen or so Sand Mx.lins
Riputn rhdtid Il was drfk b) lhc tinre $e
were exrractirg the Lu\l l0 of s. bi s nd il
w s then Inoliced a bi.d in rh. Di.ldle ollhc
lop panel i .. not in ihe pocker hur 'st cl'
ro rhe flat $allol nerri.rg n li$ irche\ belo*
lhc toP shelf \Lring. Probdbh c.nghl try a

rg l sald ro i\hrk ncrl ro c h^li:jolifgly.
so rcdchcd for i1 rjcrl 

^s 
lr \ras tlLlite i g

Afound hcld only h) thc l.ti tool . . . but sure
cnouth rherc hdJ a ,int snNesed on rhc net-
ting and in thc torchlight $.e nadc oui
'BUDAPESI T103689_ YESI Our lirsr
control and r mcgi ercirine momedl: l-hc
joys of nrodcrn oonrmuricaLion and e-mril
lucantrhaL sc \lcrc abLe ro (liscoverLhr rjrg,
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ing dctails betore thc end ol rhc fbnnighl:
I7s:ik- Ilungury in mid AuSust 1999 as a firt
year swallow andfiercfore on il! sccond rc-
lum jc,umcy fionr Africn.

Thar wasn t all . . and the olher controls
(role the phrrll) *ere dlmosi more cxrror-
dinary in thal wc had no morc unlil fie ycry
lasrmoming. aod evc. ften tlr vcry lasr rwo
hoDrs of ringing! Thc firsr was a Eurasian
Reed Warblcr il.n thc single pancis with a

ri.g $al rcrd Tel Aviv - . . and that same
fou.d iion a line ofnel\ in rhe reeds a Mous-
tached Warblcr wirh anothcr'Tel Avir'
ring. . .lbllowed anhouflalcrl'rum fte ramc
ner .ide by (,rolr1, Moustached wublef wit h
yet a.ldir { Tel Aviv'ringil This had been
thc predicled origin or most of rhe controls
wc expecred rocarcb. bul cvcn so. . .]HREE
in lwo houB ol ringirg and I7: rnrsed bi.ds
thal day wasjusr r'di.ulourl

when it *as qujct aoond Lhc nel!. bling
in Lhc middle ol thc Bckaa Vallcy meanl lhut
we werc pcrltctly positioned I() sec &y larger

'nisranls 
plssirlg overhcad. and su.c enou-eh

on somc d{ys Ne had some n$,csome spec-
lacles ol !isible migrat'on. Whitc Storlt
Cir'rni.i .nrrri? werc thc nosl numcrous bul
drere wcrc rwo or drcc flocts ot 4t!{0 Black
Slork Ci( d,ld 

'ri3,a 
and a siugle hugc ilock

of. 900 White Pelica. /'?lctunus orocro-
rafur in V-fomarion ftar (ui4-d pa\r ovc.
head maling an incrcd'ble sound ftrcDSI lhc
air with rheir wings. Seveml nock ofCon-
non Crancs G,4s s.!r were also sceD and
lhere was an almosl consranr movemenl of
raploA with sornclimes 2{t-.10 LcsserSpox€d
Eaglcs llquila ponerina in lhc {ir lo-perher
w;rh scvcral LonSlcgged Bttz t.ls Bul?o
,ldnus. Srcppe Buzzards But@ buteo ol
Black Kitcs,t i/u6 PrS,?,rr anrongst then.
I-ongleggcds were in lnct permancntly
around rhc fields and mtush rhe shole rwo
seels in oncs aDd rwos drd Ne also had all
four\pecics ufbanier Eurasian Marsh Ct'
.dr 4(.r3iroflrr, Hen c. .r.ar?!s. Pallid a.
,r,.ro4,!s. {nd Mo.laSu's c. /I3a/srs -
including bcuutilully pluinagcd males. Othcr
omithological highli-qhls werc Blackcmwncd
Nighl Heren Nw?r:. arar ,r ( ,i.?r'a\ ar nighl

l'r dre nraEh us *e d.ovr bact lro a swal-
low roo\r. i ljirrcrn Bak z,ir rrkl/4, ii and
Collarcd Flycnrchcf M,vi( q1n .tlbndlis -
lhc latterlwo bcine bids I havc been looking
forforalong linrc (lhc flycatchcrwas caughl
and ringcd on ihe mourlarn sirc. but on one
offie days whclr I rvas *ortine tl,e ma6h so
I dipped on th r one nr tfie hrndl).

Tbere is Lrnlimited porenrirl fbr somc rc
dlly fas.inaljng studies or nrjgrann palsing
through rhe northcrn nferchos of the Rift
vallcy md rhc ljlilc known residcnt species
in l-cbanon- vrncthins thar rhc A Rocha
Lebanon project is planrine ro cany out in
cluding regultirconsnnr effofl rinsiDg on thc
.Aamnriq Marsh and inrhe oali woodlandson
rhc mountain sidc. Tbe ringing there is l.uly
{rp.rb condilioos cd seem I bit exr€mc
iora (rcpical rinscr used ro *am waler (onc
of the Dcl rides inlolvcd swimming i.e.
wading up to your armpils in lrccccezing
walerl ]hough we managcd to rcducc I to
just wanr hirh. bur still . . . 1) rrd NOT uscd
lo iiosr on thc ground (l (lon l recodmcnd
open sandalt I dawn . . .). hul rhe qDalil) of
lhc ringingea$ily males up lor tharl Imagi.c
it: down on lhe ndsn ar da\vb with $e sun
rising ovef cryslal cleaf hillJi .rnd wirh Ml
Hcmon iced trilh snow as a brckdrop. s
I-inlc Crake in lhe hand and 30+ nigranr
,t, r,.€prdlrtJ warblrrs und the odd Pcn
duline Tir fr r: p?,r.//lttr.r in bags lvaiting
ro be ringed. Longlegged Buzzards and
llockso{500- ti00 Wlile Slorks overhead . . .

with back-!p suppon c,l tea and freshly
b*ed sconcs wirh stra\b€ry jan and rhick
lrlcr of crcam $ mid ringing moming snacl
... whar,norc could a ringer.sk for?l

furthe.more. il qas a really fascinating
country to visjl dnd thc Lebanesc pcople we
mel wcfe vefy liiendly md lhc food . . .

qcll- it was incrcdiblel At pr€scnt- rhe A
R(rha kbanon leam don 1 plan lo nrn further
ringing weeks ior visiling ringex duc ro staff
chan-qcs. but tlrere wjll bc sonre rcguld rjng
ing being carlied our on constanl eflort sites

- so DO kcep a lo.rk our for Any birds lhat
turn Dp in your ners \learing a bangle labellcd
.LIBAN +*** 
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