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lnarnly Lesse. Doublecoltarcd Sunbirds. Arcw ol rhesc \dc c,,ughr. Inr t!.lins one hutnro nrc n nnEcd u( dn !d!tr rnJte in Iu nuD_rar trum.EU r, rhe prevr^u\ (rcrober BarJqr prLrnJte nr d,L rin,e {,r rc(aprure, rhi\ brntwn!ru na\ e hrn rr.Jrcd 6 a sub rdulr m.rte.buflr th'\ bri(t. rnd rnother ectrn\L m!te
crusnL at the rr,nc trmc. had atmost.om-
pr(ted moutr of rhe m.rnrtc dnd wcre rn rhc
r.n( srr8e\ of moLrtr ui rhc red hfu!sL brnd.h.we\o Lhc hc.rd\ ut hnrh hird( rerc.tiltor.u. $rrh,rh.ul l0.t rn lU?, re\Dcc-
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nxpe Inr e.rN\ trcrc chf(klJ Luerujty rnd
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cxugfL un 2 Atrit wt\ Jlsn d\(umrnr nuorialdrs, xnd hJil cnnrplercd wing m.utr.
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rrol rglrn uirit trrMrrch Onciifuedx\a
tu!ri, c nrtr. hr\cd un ttun.r" .n,t ,n"".-
urcnreit. 
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November 1992, was rctrappcd !s a. adult
male on 3 July l993.lt was again rctrappcd
as ao adult inale in fullnuptials o. 9 Augusl
1993 and rheo oo 13 November 1993 as an
adult male wilh 27. nDptial plDmage; again
retfapped as an aduli male on 23 Augun
1996.

ObeNations of the seasonal mcurence of
sunbnds tendtobebiased by obsenarions of
malcs inbrceding dress.In lhe BathuNt area.
LcsscrDoublecollded Sunb'rds apped to be
rare or abscnt duing summcr: I hlvc vc.y
rarely seen birds wilh rraccs of brccding
plumage io Dccc.nber, and have nevcr sccn

In Zirnbabwc I found lhal the closcly rc
lated Miombo Doublecollared Sunbird N.
,?drr?rra vn(ually rdisappeared' during the
December/Februarf period but that the aduh
m.ilcs would reapped in the uea in the latter
halfof Mrch. Somc of thcsc showed i.aces

ofbrown plunage on thc hcad in later years.
In rctrospect I rbink it lery likcly lhar lhis
specics may also go i.to an eclipse plumage
and lhaL brown headed individuals were
jusr complcring thc trans'iion flom eclipseto

The earlicr findines toSetberwilh the lim-
rred dala prcscntcd above should ofibr sufi-
clenl proof for the fact ihat the Lesser
Doublecollarcd Sunbird docs have an eclipse
plunrage andlhar rhcrc is a strong possibility
drat the same is lrue for rhc MiomboDouble
collared Surhnd. Does anyonc havc docu
mcnted proof of eclipsc in Lbe Grearer
Doublecollarcd Sunbird N. .rr?'l

I would like ro thank Phil Hockey fol
rcading Dd conrmenting on thc origind dnft
ofthis article ard to Les Underhill for laking
on lhe daunling task ofextracriog infoma-
tioo iiod his fnlhcis copious ringing dam.

Male Greater Doublecollared Sunbird. Pholo by D.H. Oschadleus.


