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From July L996lo March 2001 I hrvc, ynne
whal inegularly. ringcd at va.ious locations
within Phakalane scwrge laeoons. lhi{ site
lics l5 km nonh ofGaborone in soulh-easl
tso$wan! and covcrs | (n ha, including 75 ha
oi watcr and reedmace 7)?hu ep?n\)s 

^nt)25 ha oi grasslmd. bunds.,A,tl(e hudr and
woodland(seeTyler&lyler |997a,b).Thc
lowesl part of the \ite lies adj{cenr to thc
Ngotwane Rivcr wilh it! na ow frinSc ol
ripanarr woodland.ln l997thc resuhs ofone
year's riDeing was repoftcd (Tylcr & Tylcr
199?a): thisarrich updfics $at rcport aod is
complctc to the end of Mlrch 201'1.

Thc distribution ofringin! cilorl ovcr rhe
years was very unevcn- as shown by rhe
numbcr ol v isits in rhrcc month pcriods (Irig.
l). A ringing lisit war eithcr in thc crrly
moming or lllc afichmn. When I stayed
overnightar the sitc and thcrc ftrc had both an
cvening und an edly 

'noming 
trapping ses

sion, this was couned as two !isirs (Fig- l).
Only one visil was madc in eAch olfie t'irst

lwo rhrcc nhnth pcriodsbut increascd etfon
wrs crpcnded irr lhe Novcmber | 996ranuary
1997 nd Februry/April 1997 pefiods. Win
ler li\ils in Mu)/July 1997. 1998 and 200t)
werc r rhertew. and rhtuuglout thc *,interof
lr.)99 lc' the summer of carLy 2{)00 ringing
almosr ceascd bccausc purnp$ iccding sce-
agc lo rhe sile hnd trilcd and rhc latoons
largcly dricd up. This rc5ulled in the rccd\
d.ying out an(l vandalr rhen sctli.g firc Lo

lhem. Dcspire this (lcgr.drrnnr, silh {he
repairofthe pump\ in 2000 n dwrrcrfilling
the trgirons. thc reeds soon .ecovcrcd.

A total of 1975 bird5 ol6il spccies $as
caughl dur'ng the stud) pefbd. many bcing
common birds 0f the adj&ent /t.atd snrma
and woodland (Table l). Bionlctric data lor
some sDecjcs rre prolidcd in Appcndix l. but
dala for 'rcd' *,.rblcrs ,4.rd ephdht\ \pp. and
J-ittle Rush Warblcr Br?.1_lrt(n!s babo((eld
specic$ are .eportcd elscwhcrc (Tylcr./ d/.
1997r'lyler& Tylcr l997br'Iyler2Ull: Tyler
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The in( lcd Nrs chrraclcriscd by lugc
runrbcr\ !f Palacuclic nrieranl Nrrblcb.
r'olxbl\ FLrofcu Scdg. warbl.rs..1.r/
. trha!u\ \t hotn.hatnr\. Lcc(l w blcrs .,1

\, n?r, rrr (T\ter & Tylef I997b)dd x fu.e
rrgrrnl.. Br!r Reed Wxrbler ,1 .</i\.1/i\(l)lcr.r d/ 1997). during thc Jrnulr) to
lvhrcli tcriod of l99r. lh.highnumbcA
were fol relcilcd r. iubrcq!crl scasoDs
allhough EuNpea. Sedee W.rblers trcrc
t'apped.onno.ll if rll lnrtr \urnrer\

Pcnry (199.11 dcscrjbcLl,l sthrtrobuors Ns

\parsc ro unconnnon. !nd !cD localiscd nr
norhcm lDd castcm tsoLs\!ana. wrlf no ob-
riour |assrgc rno\enenl If the lele 1990s
rre \|)e.ies Nxs noweref. comrlon rt many
sites i. dre norrh rnd e^sl. rnd rt Phak.lane
S.P. rnu|kcd pAsrgo Fa\ c!idcnl. cspccially
in carly April s'hcD thourorls ot birds $crc
f.cding arouDd thc cdges of tlie lrgoon!.
Eutuuern Rccd Waiders a.d CneeI Reed
Wrrrlcrs,1 d,r,1i,,..!s \!ere fresenr in ell

Table 1. NLrmbers ol each speces calght at Phakaane S.P. beiween Ju y 1996 and
Febnrary 2001.

1

2

I

a

I

l

2

I

2

I
2

2

tl

I

EririrLil\0.trcd \\irnl Dl)!e

B .Nnli.oJ.d Ktrig|;her

LL,.Fni Rr.d \\irhir,
,\t,L.xn R..d l\li,Ji) \\iLlrlr,
f.unDeri \lirh Nxrbl!
I_r\Br \rrfrt rCrlre lecrrl \rrb el
[tr,.Ilar S.dg. Wfrln.r
Lrrlc Rtrnr i,\lJ.ri S|ilg.l \\rrl.l.r

Crybxck.d Crn onre'l

OrDgcbrerrc{l \fdbLll

5

l2

I

I

2ll0

l{r8

t0

-r975



Aldng Nows 30 Tylsr: Bnqing efiod a| Phakalane 25

Table 2. First and last dal€s ol lhree sp€cies ol Palaearclic warblers In four summers.
In the surnm€r ol 1999/2000 no early visits were fiad€ because ol lh€ burnl reeds and
dry agoons. In 2000/2001 rinqing only occufied at Phaka ans S.P. up to Novemb€r 2000
and agaan in late February and late March 2001. Brackels andical€ fewer eaiy ringing
sessions.

Flr3t date laet d.t. Flr3i date Lr.t dare Flrrl det€ La{ dale

1996111 2 tovembcr l0 Athl
l997ltE 7 No*mb.r 19 Mar.h
l9t6/99 l3 D*cmhcr l8 Varch
l9t9/lll00 l28lanuaryl ? Anril
!0lxtl0{l (21-Varch) (l{ March)

ll l).!cnb.r ll Marh

8 Dcccmh€r ll Fcbrurry
3l March

(22 f€b@t, (2.1 YaEl!) 2lt \ovcm$cr (2+IUarch)

summcrs. Howeve., rhesc specic:! wcrc
caughl in lower nunb'jn in succcsrJive sca-

Anival dates varied berwecn years with
Europe&n Sedgc and Rced Wirblers being
carly mjg.ants in 1996/97 and 1997/98
(Tablo 2). During nine visirsbcrwccn 30Oc-
totJ€r and 8 Dcc€mber in 1998. no Europcan
SedSc or Rccd Warbl€rs werc caught.
although a Grcat Recd W rbler was caughl
on 8 Decemb€r. Thc firsl Reed md ScdSe
Wdrblers were nol caught uniil l8 Decemb€r.
ln 1999/2000 tbcrc wereic$ visil! untilearly
200{) bccause oflhe degraded naturc ot thc
s're.ln200o2ml s.€eklt visits wer€ made in
late (.)crober and throuShour Novemb€r ltur
the firsl Europem ScdSc Warbl€r was nol
cauShl unlil 28 \ovcmber. No Europcan
Rccd, Grcar Reed or M.rsh Wrrblers wer€
clu8hr tll Phakalane S.P. in Ocroher or No-
vcnrber 2000, dthough Creat Rced Warblers
were cflughl in lare F€bruary 2001 od two
EuropeunReed Warblefs ir latc March 2001.
Al Fnncislown Sewage Pondi. some 430 km
to thc nonh ofPhakalanc. a E'rroped Sedgc
Wl|rblcr dd lhree Grcal R€cd Warbleis *,crc,
howcver. caughton l2 Nov€ rbcr (N. Bour-
ficLd n€rs. clntn. ). ftror to 2flx,1. Grqt Rced
Warbl€rs had nol bccn cnulht ar hrroncisbwn
uDlileAriy Decembcr.

Sit€ tidelity by Palaearctic species lo the
non.hrecdin_! snc al Phalalanc ber*en the
firsl rBo sumrrre.s wrs hilhest ior European

Rccd W$blerr (ll 39? rcrurn ratc, n = 53).
conporcd with Gftrt Rced {scc Tyler20OI)
and Europcln Sedec Worblcr! (3.65%. n =
165). Hanncr (1989) sn||ilarl] lbund a9.69{
relum tbr Great Rced. 18.2% tor Eurcpcan
Rccd and only 2.27, tbr Eufopcan scdge

l'he pnnial mi:ranr Atricarl M,rrih W!rb-
ler,4- lraetrarlr show€d vcry hreh rnefidcl'
ity. Somc14% of bird( rjn8€d in thc tist ycar
wcre rerrapped a dbnth ('r morc atte. first
saftturc ard 29./. ofbird! ringcd in fic firsi
yeaf wcre rcrratped more thrn six monrhs
later In a subscquent scasor ( lller. inprep.).
Evcn withjn rbe sitc, bird. wcre v€r) tailhful
to p{niculu patches oireedma.e. wnh very
tew recaptures bclseen differcnr rinSing
locdions eithin thc €wnlc lagoons So",i
birds cn|]8hr {t Phakalan€ rnay b. passd8e
birds u$lcontroLled abird in Sclrember 1998
rhat hdd first bcen ringcd in Dccembcr I995
ai Bishol s Clen, Blocmlonlch, somc 49;l
ktn rway, by A.J. Kotzc (Orchadleus 1999).
Harucr ( | 989) noted a I 9.6a2 rerum lilr Cirr-
ramon Recd warblcr A d,t,orx,ner.. a

clos. reblile ofd- 64c,i.d/ra rnd considc.cd
by lonrc a! a subspecies.

Not su.prisin-llj. Rcd Bidrop\ Eupl.(l.s
.,1:r. Goldcn Bishops l. a/.r and
WhitcwjnSed Widows t. rllhtrtrtatus verc
caulhl in rc].|Lilelylirge nulnben (sccTablc
l). ThcJ_ wcrc miir-nc(ed mainh_ ar dusk
when coning ro roorr, but all lhree spccies



26 2aa1

Table 3. Nunrbers of Orangebreasted Waxb lls caught in each monlh lhat were ufder-
goins primary moult (score 1 49). One bird in lale lvlarch aso showed nterrupled mo!li.
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hred locally. Many morc bishops, widows
and Redbilled Quelea ?r.1ed queltd th^r
noled in Table l. {e,rexracled ftom ncts but
\rerc rel.ascd without rlngs. especially ilrhc

Cronmon Waxbills Ev, ilLld u\1t ild rnl
Ordngcbrcaslcd Waxbills .Sp,/ a.{nr1l,r
iri'larlr wcrc bodr comnron. the ibnne.
nore \o. MoulL iD Common Waxbills oc
cufred berwecn l.cbruary lnd May but
Orangehreasted Wnxbill! nouLrcd bctwccn
Jul) and Decembc.. wrlhju( onc rcco ofr
bird i. n,c,ulr in March ( fablc 3). Most of thc
Pnrrailcd Whydahs Vi.lua nat roura t\^r
wc.e rin.qed scrc caughl !s juvcnilcs with
flocks ofCommon WaxbiLls. lhc lcn Quail
fin.h Otlrgovi.a ttttulli! lvere caughr in
th. winlcf of 1998 whe. x small llock cane
lodrink ir a muddy tmrnpled net dde droDgh

llaLhcrliw birds wcrc prcscnt ii the rced
mlcc during thc sirtcr moDths. Some Afri
can Rccd Warblch did o!cr winler. along
willr Lcsscr Ssrmp Warble6 4 g,d.tli
/rrtir, rnd wintcf !isilors included Stone
chlt frri.?rd /lr'q&t, and I-iscrl Flycatchel
Jlrfla 'l.rr. Onc StonechNt was re trapped
r. i \ub\cqlenl wnncr.
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Appenclix 1

Wing and weighl measurements ol thineen species caughl al Phakalane S.P.
between July 1996 and November 2000.
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