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Inlroductlon

Most mens!rcmenrr ofsouthctr Ahi.an birds
have bcen rlkcn forn liling. bLrt nor seicd,
bi.ds crught forrineing. As r rclrlt. there is

lack ol Dnntho clfic dala disrineuishing
bcr\yeen fr.'lcs afd ltnule! (MAclean 1993).
Forc\amDlc.no sucl data is.!rilable tor the
Blacksnrith Phver $r(l Sporred Dikkot. Lillle
it nlso knowr rboul rceiof.l vufiallons ir
nlen\urcfie.rs lar nrosr specl.\ in sourhcnr
Atii.a (Bfftrvn cral. I982- Urhln dal 1986)
.tnd rbour lhe corclrtioi bct*een mcasnre,
mcnts ol nniir body pa|Ir. lhis article de-
(c.ib.s the rcsulrs ol tu inlerLieario. ol the
n'oaholoS! ol154 birds offive specics.

Materialand melhods
Mostofdrc bnds wc.c obuincd jrom lhc rir,
pon al Bloenionteirr duringlhe yos l99l-
9t'. Strrlings $cre shol ncaf Excclsiof. eusl'
cnr Frcc Strre. durirg wlDtcr 1993 (./. Konij
nr presi). Bifds rvcrc sexedb) goondalcxrm-
imtion. Body seighr was dclcr ined lo rhe
ncucslgr in using Soehnlc b lterf balance.

Ite tbllo*.ing measurcmenrs wc'€ takrn
rhc wirglcngfir trom lhc caTaljoint to rhc
cnd of the lonees! prinrlry learheri lail
lenglh: tron lhc base oflhc tril ro rhc long-
esl rcclrices; ursus ( tanomclararus )- lcngllr:
tion thc rrrszll ioinl ro the hrsc of thc lootr
culme icnSthIfrom lhc urrfearhcred hasc of

'Ihe r resr w s used ro deteminc the sie
niiic nce oilhc ditlerences ber\leen nrerns of
n'alc and lei,rlc meanremcnls and wcighl!.

R€sults

Whit€einsed Korhaan rirpodorir
ol,oides l'rable l,
-lhe Whirc$inged Kc,rhAan shows quirc
obvious sexual dimorlhirm. In ma cx the bell.
.cck undrnlch oflhe herd.rre black. while nl
fenalcsonly thc bcll isblack- Males arc also
signjiicandl hi..,rvicf thm lhc ternalcs (t =
0.04), rnd hAv€ lonscr culmcns (/ = 0 0.+)

and winss (/' = 0.06). Kok & Vd Zyl { 1996)
have also found s ignificant differcnces in lhc
body weighl bctween nalc And femalc W}ib

Table 1 . l/easurements and weights of lhe Whitewinged Korhaan in the central F€e State.

Tail

N

218.0
lar8 0
133.1

tl

235 0
211 J

t2L0
t.l2 0

l5

l0l 0

2l

l5

l0
73:.0

l5

t0

t5
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Table 2. [/leas!rements and weighis ofthe Blacksm]lh Plover in the centralFree Slate

Tail

Malr (M)

st)

225.4
215.6

13 0
25

213.2

33

3.t
25

980

3l

'12.1

3.1

250
140
300

').1

2i

2.\
32

l52.rl

l.l 2

26

Table 3. Measufements and weights of lhe Spolled Dikkop in lhe cenlral Free Slale.

Tail

SD

SD

227 A

7.3

2100

t0

120 9

l2 t.l

107.0

5.4

890
112.0
91.1

2.rl
9

2.5
Itl

win8ed Korhansbreeding in thc Free Stale.
Tbe rail and ta$us lcDgths rcnainmuchlhe
sonc in both sexcs (p = 0.14 and7.73 respec
tivcly). The wing .tnd tarsuelengths increase
whcn body wcighr increases. The tail length
i!noi corelaLed with thewi.8 length and the
culmer length is not corfelatcd with rhe

Blacksmith Plover Yanelrs arnat'rs
iTable 2)

ln dre Blacksmitb Plovcr only lhe klu$length
is siernfican y longer in ralesthan ii tenrales
(p = 0.004). This sudy fbund slatistjcrlly sLg

nlficanr sexuaL difierenes in the body wcight
ofBlacksnith Ploven. Kok & Vm Zyl (1996)
found sin ilar dlffe€nces in theif study of Free

State Blacksnlth Plolers. No corcladon
beNeen the iicrease in the body wcighl and the
wing dd tarsus-length is noticcablc. l hc tarl-

Table4. Measuremerrs ofrhe Pied Siarling
in the centra Free State (male & femaLe).

Tail

SD
N l5

9.3

t5 t5 14

lcngtb incrcascs with fte wing-Length. md dre

culmenlengrh infieales with fielarns leDgft.

Spotted Dikkop arrn,r.?peatr (Table 3)

No slatistically significant sexual diffcrcnccs
i tneasurenenls and weigbts werc found
berqeen male and ternale Spotted Dikkop.
With ircreasing body weight. wing lcnglh



t8

Table 5. Measurements

Kopij: MoIphornetrcs arct weights

and we ghls of the Walt ed Star ng winier ng in

2001

Tail

SD

ll5
12.2

L2 .l

I1.7

0
12.2

1).

11

t9
J.2

27
],1
2.9

2l
2J

2.1

tl

112 0

l.l

2)

dccreases. and the tarsus leirsth increrscs
slightlr. The taNus length is s iglrtly cotre-
lared $1th rhe culmen,Length. hDl a correla
lion is not oblids bel$,ccn rhe rail od rhe
wirg length. Kok & Vu Zvl (1996) did.ot
rccof d anv sLrlisticdlly sl gniilcml diffcrcnces
bels,ccD lhe rcighrs of 6l nrxle\ rnd 2:l

Pied Starling s?r"a ri.olof ( rable {)
NlcrsuMre.ts of onl! l.l Pied Srirhr:s !ve.e
h[cn. ud lhe birds $erc nor se\cd. Kok &
V.ll Zyl (1996) hrle recorded slnlisticrlv
\ign'licrnt diffcrcnces in (hc bod) scighrs
b.llccn 

'na 
cs rnd tenr.rlcs Pied Sl|rtin8s.

Watlled St ling a/d?rrr,hora cin.rea
(lable5)
No traristic.ll) significnnr tiitefe.ccs bc
nveen 

'nrle 
a.d lcDule nieasuremenl5 and

peighlr $,cfc lbund bctwccD non-brccdirg
males and fcDrllcs W.(led Starlnrg. Kok &
VaD Zyl (19961 d$ dld noi rcco.d srarllri
cally signiiicdnt difttren.es in rhe bod)
wcight beltrccn male and femrle Wall ed
Slarinrgs.
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Edilor's note
\4ore scights arc lisred i.:
Herholdt! J.J. l9iili. Bn{ $,cighrs from rhe Orangc free Srete parr l: \on passcrires

Prnll: Palscrines. Saft;rg Ne{5 l7:l t4,rnd43 jl.


